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Welcome to Two New ADFP Trust Fund Staff Members!

The ADFP Trust Fund staff, Advisory Committee, and Commissioner would like to welcome two new
ADFP Trust Fund staff members, Vernon Cox and Sim DeLapp. Vernon will be working with the Trust
Fund in conjunction with his role as Conservation Specialist with Environmental Programs. Sim will help
staff audit current and past projects to ensure that they adhere to program and contract guidelines. We
are pleased with the recent growth our staff has experienced and look forward to fine-tuning our program
with the benefit of each individual’'s skills.

ADFP Trust Fund News: 2010-2011 Grant Cycle Il Update

Staff met yesterday to discuss funding recommendations with the Commissioner and Advisory
Committee. After much discussion, it was decided which applicants would be offered funding. Once the
applicants have been notified of their award offer, a list of projects selected for funding will be sent to
recipients of this Email Update.




Voluntary Agricultural District News

The VAD Program in North Carolina is making great strides towards increasing agricultural awareness
and planning in all 100 counties across the State. Currently 75 counties have either a voluntary
agricultural district ordinance and/or an enhanced voluntary agricultural district ordinance in place. Since
this map was published, staff has been notified that Montgomery County passed their VAD Ordinance.
Only 25 counties to go!
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Staff has recently developed a Farmland Protection Plans map to help monitor county progress in
adopting these plans. Currently 11 counties have NCDA approved plans.

VAD Workshops

Please mark your calendars for two workshops in April and May on Voluntary Agricultural District (VAD)
Programs and Farmland Protection Planning:

*April 28 (Wednesday) - Smithfield (Johnston County Agriculture Center) 9:00 am to 2:30 pm
<http://www.ncadfp.org/calendar/events.asp?date=4%2F28%2F2010>

*May 5 (Wednesday) — Morganton (Burke County Agriculture Center) 9:00 am to 2:30 pm
<http://www.ncadfp.org/calendar/events.asp?date=5%2F5%2F2010>

These workshops are for staffers and board members of counties and municipalities with a VAD program
and those considering adoption of a VAD ordinance. Attendance is free and lunch will be available for a
small fee.

More information will be made available through the N.C. Agricultural Development & Farmland
Preservation Trust Fund web site: <http://www.ncadfp.org/index.htm>.




Agricultural News

Fewer fields of plenty

The November issue of Progressive Farner magazine reports that world food production
must increase dramatically to nmeet future demands of an increasing popul ation

I mproving efficiency and sustai nable farnm ng practices can only provide a partia

sol ution. However, eroding our nation's farnm and and natural capital by specul ative,
anti quat ed economic growh policies that continue to build new roads |ined with
treel ess, paved business sites and hoping jobs will come while abandoned industria
and comercial sites multiply is unsustainable. Follow ng this econom c strategy,
North Carolina | eads the nation in the | oss of productive farm and. Ironically,
thanks to its farners, North Carolina has nine classifications of food products that
rank in the top 10 nationally, and agribusiness is the state's |argest and steadi est
econom ¢ contributor. The bounty of North Carolina farners' harvests can no |onger be
taken for granted if current econom c devel opnent policies continue. Traditiona
hol i day foods, many produced in North Carolina, hopefully will rem nd consuners and
government officials that productive, fertile farm and benefits everyone each tine

t hey eat and breat he.

Hiip:IIMMMLnemsobserver.coniopinion/letters/story/263526.htm

Farm Fresh: Programwill match farners with restaurants, custoners

DANBURY - Larry Roark hopes that this spring he will spend nore tinme tending to the
fruits and vegetables on his small farmthan waiting for customers to arrive at area
farmers markets. Roark is one of about 20 farners in Stokes, Rocki ngham and Caswel |
counties participating in Piednont Local Food, a new programthat will match farners
with restaurants and other custoners who want locally grown food. Although not all of
the details of the program have been conpleted, the idea is to start a Wb site for
farmers to sell their produce. It should be operational by March. Farners woul d drop
off the orders at a central location. The produce woul d either be delivered or
avai l abl e for customers to pick up. "As farners, we've been able to grow the food to
take to market, but then you sit there waiting for people to wander in and purchase
it," said Roark, who runs Deep Creek Farns in northern Stokes County. "By mmking it
nore of a group effort, it benefits both the farmers, by allowing themnore tine to
spend in the garden, and the consumers because it gives them a bigger shopping
network and makes it nore convenient by letting themgo on the Internet rather than
goi ng market to market."

http://ww2. j our nal now. com cont ent/ 2009/ dec/ 31/ farm fresh-programw || -mat ch-farners-
wi th-restaur/

Conmittee to help North Carolina agriculture grow

Riddick will help launch an initiative fromthe Biotechnol ogy Center and partners
statewide to grow the state's agricultural econony to $100 billion during the next 10
years. One of every six dollars generated in North Carolina today cones from
agriculture. Rural residents’ contributions of food, fiber, fuel and flowers add not
only to the state’s $70 billion ag econony, but preserve a historical way of life as
well. Now the state’'s fields and forests are about to becone even nore promi nent. The
North Carolina Biotechnol ogy Center has hired Gwn Ri ddick, director of its Piednont
Triad Ofice, to a newy created position: Vice-president, Ag/Bio Initiative. R ddick
will help launch an initiative fromthe Bi otechnol ogy Center and partners statew de
to grow the state’s agricultural econony to $100 billion during the next 10 years.
“We have a deep history and tremendous assets in agriculture in North Carolina,” said
Norris Tol son, president and CEO of the Biotechnol ogy Center. “W identified this
opportunity to conbine that heritage and our strength in new technology to create
weal th across the state of North Carolina, and to inprove the quality of life for
peopl e around the world.”

htt p: // sout heast f arnpress. com news/ agri cul t ural - economy- 0105/

Bright future for cotton in ENC
Prices rise fromlast year, worldw de demand hi gher than projected supply
Cotton prices ticked upward during 2009 after crashing during 2008, but it could take



several years before local and national narkets are up to their previous strength.
That was t he assessnent John Fl anagan, president of Flanagan Trading Corp., told an
audi ence of about 60 | ocal farners Mnday during the 2010 Cotton Production Meeting.
The neeting hosted by the Harvey Fertilizer & Gas Co., the Harvey-Price Cotton Co.

and the Monsanto agricultural and chemical firm has been held annually since 1998
to give growers of cotton and other crops an assessnent of the year’s upcom ng
growi ng season. “I think the decision to go back to cotton will be a difficult one to
make, even though prices are better this year,” Flanagan said.

http://ww. enct oday. com news/ cotton-61083- kf press- neeti ng-fl anagan. ht m

Local Food Policy Council Naned
Al'l but one of the nenbers of the N C. Sustainable Local Food Advi sory Council have

been naned. Gov. Perdue still has to nanme sone fromthe food retail or food service
i ndustry. Last year, the state |legislature passed |egislation creating the 24-person
council, which is mandated to study a range of issues:

VWhat foods are served in public schools, especially to students receiving breakfast
and free and reduced price |lunches, and increasing the anbunts of |ocal sustainable
foods served to those students.

The possibility of nmaking |ocal sustainable food avail able to people who receive
public assistance and the possibility of using food stanps at farners markets.

Ways to encourage comunity and backyard gardening.

The effect of sustainable |local food production on the state's econony.

How to overcone regul atory and policy barriers for farners and entrepreneurs who
produce | ocal sustainable food.

No word yet on whether the council will nmeet for the first time. Cick on the
docunment bel ow to see the menbers.

Hiip://blogs.nemsobserver.conifood/local-food-policy-council-naned

Conservancy, famly preserve 161 acres in Fairview

Caroli na Mountain Land Conservancy has partnered with Alma Spicer of Brevard and her
famly to permanently conserve 161 acres on Garren Creek Road in Fairview An
environnental site assessnent found vital habitats for 248 plant species and 52

ani mal species. Four rare species were docunented on the tract, including a pair of
shar p- shi nned hawks, the first recorded occurrence of nesting sharp-shi nned hawks in
Bunconbe County. The biol ogist also found three rare plant species listed by the N. C
Nat ural Heritage Program The easenent will permanently protect several thousand feet
of Garren Creek and its tributaries. The conserved Spicer |ands are 100 percent
forested, primarily with hardwood forests recovering frompast |logging. "As a farm
famly in the nei ghborhood, we are thrilled with the conservation of sonme of the
finest agricultural land in Fairview," said John Ager of Hickory Nut Gap Farm a
menber of the Bunconbe County Agricultural Advisory Comttee. "Qur friend, Al na

Spi cer, has al ways been a conservation-ni nded person, and now she and her famly
have preserved the fanmly farmforever," he added. "W cel ebrate the preservation of
a key property in maintaining the rural character of our conmunity."

http://ww. bl ueri dgenow. conf articl e/ 20100108/ SERVI CES03/ 1081027/ 1151?Ti t | e=Conser vanc
y-fam | y-preserve-161-acres-in-Fairvi ew

Farmers | earning new ways to succeed

ASHEVI LLE -- The appl e business is changing, and apple farmers shoul d consi der
alternative crops and nmarketing techni ques, according to speakers at the annua

Sout heastern Apple Growers Associ ation conference. The two-day conference is an
annual neeting that draws apple farmers from North and South Carolina, Tennessee and
Virginia. It continues today at Crowne Plaza Resort in Asheville. Technol ogy,
changi ng eating habits and a switch to locally grown food have created opportunities
and chal l enges for apple growers. Sone growers have opened their farns to the public
and others have turned to | ong-term storage techniques to keep produce fresh | onger
hopi ng to change and adjust to the new markets. Danny MConnell's fanily nenbers have
traditionally been apple farmers in Henderson County. In the m d-1990s, he

di versified his business and began to sell fruit, vegetable and val ue-added products,
such as ice cream and preserves, directly to the public. The diversification hel ped,



but took the farm away from appl es.

htt p://ww. bl ueri dgenow. conf articl e/ 20100113/ ARTI CLES/ 1131027/ 1151?Ti t| e=Far ner s-
| ear ni ng- new ways-t o-succeed

Famly Farm Still Going Strong After A Hundred Years

W LM NGTON, NC (whqr) - In North Carolina there are sixteen hundred recogni zed
century farms, neaning farms that have been in one family for nore than a hundred
years. Many of themare no | onger farned on, and are at risk of being sold off or
devel oped. VWHQR caught up with Pender County Conm ssioner F.D. Rivenbark on his farm
one he says, is still going strong. Rivenbark says, "On this little road alone, it's
one mle and it dead ends. Wien | was a child there were 6 and 7 houses and | could
wal k al ong - of course | knew everybody. On this road now there are 30 houses and
nost of those have been placed there in the last 8 or 10 years. And that's the way
it's going all over Pender County." ...

http://ww. publicbroadcasting. net/whqgr/news. newsnai n/article/1/0/1599684/Local .Intere

st/Famly.Farm Still. Goi ng. Strong. After. A Hundred. Years

State must continue effort to preserve open space

From an editorial published in the Fayetteville Cbserver on Jan. 15:

On Jan. 1, 1999, North Carolina set out on a bold and exciting mission: To save a
mllion acres of the state's precious and dw ndling open space from devel opnent. The
m ssion, alas, was bolder than the state could handl e. Wen the decade cane to an
end, the state was about 350,000 acres short of its goal. But that's no reason to
give it up, shrug our shoul ders and wal k away. Preserving open space is nore

i mportant than ever. It's not just a matter of making the state | ook pretty, although
woul d anyone want to argue that Grandfather Muntain would be better used as an
amusement park and condo devel oprment instead of a magnificent state park? No, open
space does nore than |l ook pretty. Buffers along rivers keep themfrom getting

pol luted. Large tracts of fields and woodl ands all ow rai nwater to percol ate back into
the aquifer, instead of running off roofs and parking lots, into stormdrains and
eventually out to sea instead of into our water supply. And open space provides
recreational opportunities that drive a good portion of this state's touri st

i ndustry, bringing visitors fromaround the world, who punp hundreds of mllions of
dollars a year into our economny.

http://ww. charl otteobserver.com opi nion/story/1187227. ht n

Preservi ng open | and

There are some beautiful places in New Jersey, but "the Garden State" is not what

nost of us envision for North Carolina's future. It's too crowded, too devel oped, too
urban and suburban. But North Carolina is rapidly becom ng many of those things. A
report out this nmonth from Environnent North Carolina shows that nore than one

mllion acres of what had been undevel oped land fell to the bull dozers during the
past decade. Ferrel Guillory, the director of the Programon Public Life at UNC
Chapel Hill, has presented a population slide show for years. It consists of maps of

North Carolina, through the past 15 or so decades, with little black dots covering
t he urban areas. The lesson is obvious. Wat was once a state of a few urban dots and
much sparsely popul ated white space is now just the opposite. In broad expanses, the
dots are so crowded together that they can't be individually discerned. It's getting
harder and harder to find white spots to visit -- actually, green spots --

where forests and farm and predom nate.
http://ww£2.journal now. com content/2010/j an/ 22/ preser vi ng- open- | and/ opi ni on/

Smal|l farms getting big

On a dark winter norning in Orange County, David Heeks was out in the chill and
drizzl e checking his crops. "lI've got a fresh crop of radi shes over here," he said,
drawi ng back a fabric cover to reveal a lush, wi de row of bright-green |eaves.
Reaching down to the red soil, he drew up a stout red and white root. "This," he
said, "I'll be taking to market this Saturday. You'd be hard-pressed to find anybody
else that's bringing a fresh radish, a new crop." A few days later and a few mles
away i n Durham County, Kathryn Spann and Davi d Krabbe broke ground for the nmilking
barn and cheesenmaking roomat their goat farm "I have a very strong vision of a
renai ssance of farming in Durham" Spann said. Last week in Wake County, Soil and




Wat er Conservation Director Dale Threatt-Taylor was starting work on a proposal to
pronote farmi ng and preserve farn and

Hiip:IIMMMLnemsobserver.coninems/counties/orange_county/st0ry/301169.htm

Grant providing drought plan for farnmers

RALEIGH, N.C. - North Carolina farners are getting a little help now to prepare for
any future problens with droughts. Thursday, the state's Department of Agriculture
announced a $100, 000 grant from The Altria Goup to study water usage and pl an ahead
for keeping crops healthy. "Wat the drought of 2007-2009 so rudely reminded us is
that water is precious,"” said Cecil Settle, Executive Director of the N.C. Foundation
for Soil & Water Conservation. "Water supply is essential." Ag departnent experts say
a lot of people think farns use a | ot nore water than anyone el se, but they actually
only take up about one percent of the state's demand.

http://wake. nmync. cont si t e/ Wake/ news/ st ory/ 47497/ gr ant - pr ovi di ng- dr ought - pl an-f or -
farmers/

Farm ng trends shifting across N C

RALEIGH, N.C. -- On a dark winter norning in Orange County, David Heeks was out in
the chill and drizzle checking his crops. Reaching down to the red soil, he drew up a
stout red and white root. "This," he said, "I'Il be taking to nmarket this Saturday.
You' d be hard-pressed to find anybody else that's bringing a fresh radi sh, a new
crop." A few days later and a few mles away in Durham County, Kathryn Spann and
Davi d Krabbe broke ground for the nilking barn and cheesenaki ng room at their goat
farm Last week in Wake County, Soil and Water Conservation Director Dale Threatt-
Tayl or was starting work on a proposal to pronote farm ng and preserve farm and. The
trend is the sanme across the growing Triangle region: |less farm and, nore farns. It
may seem odd, but for agriculture in the Triangle, urban and rural are in a synbiotic
rel ati onship. On one hand, the popularity of |ocal farnmers' markets, the growth of
"comuni ty-supported agriculture" systens under which consuners contract to buy a
share of a farner's produce, and restaurateurs' wllingness to pay top dollar for

| ocal produce has created a bull market for locally grown products. On the other

hand, devel opnent eats into the |Iand supply and inflates | and val ues, giving
incentive for profit-strapped producers and uninterested heirs to sell out.
http://ww. t hesunnews. conl news/ | ocal / st ory/ 1291823. ht n

Local nonprofit ASAP naned to state advisory counci

Last week, the North Carolina Sustainable Local Food Advisory Council held its

i naugural neeting in Raleigh. In the legislation creating the council, the Wstern
North Carolina-based nonprofit Appal achi an Sustai nable Agriculture Project (ASAP) was
naned as an organi zation to serve anong the 27 nenbers. ASAP's Executive Director
Charlie Jackson, nember of the council, commented, “I’mproud to be representi ng ASAP
and Western North Carolina, and to work with people around the state to help nore
farms succeed and nore people access fresh, local food.” The North Carolina
Sust ai nabl e Local Food Advi sory Council neetings are open to the public, and there
was standing roomonly in the crowmd of a hundred or nore at the February 2 conveni ng.
The council is drawing attention because it will deal with tinely issues such as
research to investigate the state of agriculture in North Carolina, recomendations
on how agenci es can better work together, and nethods for facilitating a stronger
food system and greater food security. During this first neeting, NC Conm ssioner of
Agriculture Steve Troxler was el ected Chair. The purpose of the North Carolina
Sust ai nabl e Local Food Advi sory Council, according to the legislation, is “to
contribute to building a | ocal food econony, thereby benefiting North Carolina by
creating jobs, stimulating statew de econonic devel opment, circul ating nmoney from

| ocal food sales within | ocal conmmunities, preserving open space, decreasing the use
of fossil fuel and thus reduci ng carbon enmi ssions, preserving and protecting the
natural environnent, increasing consunmer access to fresh and nutritious foods, and
providing greater food security for all North Carolinians.”

htt p: // www. mount ai nx. coni bl ogwi r e/ 2010/ 1 ocal _nonprofit asap naned to _state advisory c
ounci

Target of land trust coalition: Preserve 50,000 acres
Ten land trusts in North Carolina want to preserve 50,000 acres in the western region
of the state. Two years ago, they formed the Blue R dge Forever Coalition and




devel oped a plan to preserve land in 25 Western North Carolina counties. The group
identified 28 areas that need preservation. They did not |ook at individual parcels
but identified areas with val uabl e water resources, scenic views, farm and or

bi ol ogi cal diversity. "They had the foresight to realize that Western North
Carolina's natural resources were getting devel oped faster than they can be
protected," Coalition Canpaign Director Phyllis Stiles said. Carolina Muntain Land
Conservancy protected 2,686 acres in Henderson, Transylvania and parts of nei ghboring
counties in 2009. The group purchased 1,527 acres at \Wed Patch Muntai n near Lake
Lure. It also preserved 11.2 acres in Henderson County.

http://ww. bl ueri dgenow. comf articl e/ 20100212/ SERVI CES03/ 2121025/ 1151?Ti t| e=Tar get - of -

| and-trust-coalition-Preserve-50-000-acres& c=ar

Preservati on hope

We' ve been losing farm and to devel opnent at an alarming rate in North Carolina.
Fortunately, there's a good opportunity to encourage the preservati on of an
agricultural oasis in the heart of Forsyth County. The proposed Hope-Fraternity
Historic District covers 2,300 acres in the southwestern part of the county. It's
within just a few mles of bustling Hanes Mall Boul evard, but it mght as well be a
thousand niles away -- for now Mary G unca wote in Mnday's Journal that the

"l andscape seens al nost untouched since the Moravians first arrived in the late 18th
century. Weathered cedars franme gently rolling hills and honespun houses dot the

| andscape. " ...

http: //ww2. j our nal now. com cont ent/ 2010/ f eb/ 12/ preservati on- hope/ opi ni on/

Triangl e Land Conservancy, Ellerbe Creek, Eno River groups to get funds

WASHI NGTON, D.C. -- Five conservation groups working to protect |and and water
resources in the Upper Neuse River Basin have won a nultinmillion-dollar grant to
promote forest health and clean drinking water. The U.S. Endowrent for Forestry and
Conmunities recently nanmed the Conservation Trust for North Carolina as one of three
reci pients of grant fundi ng under the Healthy Watersheds through Heal thy Forests
Initiative, which seeks to advance the connection between forest nanagenent and water
quality and quantity. CTNC will admi nister the funds on behalf of the participating
groups, which include the Ell erbe Creek Watershed Association, Eno River Association
Triangl e Land Conservancy and Tar River Land Conservancy. CTNC was chosen because of
its role as facilitator of the Upper Neuse Clean Water Initiative, which seeks to
protect lands critical to the long-termhealth of drinking water supplies in the
basin, fromgroundwater to streans to nine reservoirs including Falls Lake,

Lake M chie and Lake Holt. UNCW hel ps provide safe, abundant drinking water
supplies in a cost-effective manner by conservi ng undevel oped | and that buffers
rivers and reservoirs. Protection of these |ands provides natural filtration of the
wat er by reducing the flow of polluted runoff and sediment into |ocal waterways. The
partners have protected nore than 46 mles of streambuffers and 4, 475 acres, thanks
to support fromthe City of Raleigh, the NNC. C ean Water Mnagenent Trust Fund,
Wake, Durham and Orange counties and other government funding partners.
htt p: //wwv. heral dsun. com view full story news durham 6172980/ articl e-Tri angl e- Land-
Conservancy- - El | er be- Creek- - Eno- Ri ver - gr oups-t o- get - funds?i nstance=nain_article

Pari shi oners observe a green Lent

CHAPEL HILL -- Gving up neat is a traditional Lenten practice. But several families
at the United Church of Chapel Hill are giving the traditional practice a new spin.
This group of Protestants is fasting fromnmeat every day of Lent - not just on
Fridays as Ronan Catholics do. And their notivation is not sinply to renenber Jesus
sufferings. For them fasting fromneat is part of a | owcarbon diet, a way of
reduci ng greenhouse gas emssions. In this liberal United Church of Chri st
congregation, as in nmany others, the 40-day season of Lent that precedes Easter is
being reinterpreted to acconmpdate environnental concerns they say are as inportant
to their faith as personal devotion. "I want to detach fromthe industrial neat
system " said Herman Greene, a nmenber of the church who is giving up neat for Lent.
"When | re-enter it, | want to eat neat only fromanimals | know were well-treated."
Greene and his wife, Sandi, were anong 100 or so congregants who gat hered Sunday
norning to hear Norman Wrzba, research professor of theology, ecology and rural life
at the Duke Divinity School, talk about the relationship between food and creation
It was the second of a two-part lecture.

http://ww. newsobserver. conl 2010/ 02/ 22/ 351483/ pari shi oner s- observe- a-green-| ent. ht m




Are you a farner at heart? Start a ‘Crop Mbb' O
A growi ng nunmber of young people are finishing college and resisting the pressure to

pl unk down in a cube behind a computer. Others skip college altogether given the

spiraling costs involved, it’'s hard to blame them and yearn for meaningful, hands-on
wor k. Communi ty-scal e organic farm ng has energed as an attractive profession for
such tal ented, energetic youth. But there are problenms with this choice. Hours are

| ong, the pay too often stinks, and |l and prices remain crushingly high. To top it
of f, our nation |lacks universal health coverage. Yet youthful zeal to farm abides,
and hasn't let up, as far as | can tell. This is a najor asset to the sustainable
food nmovenent. As our nation's million or so active farmers nears retirenment age, an
enmergi ng generation of landless farnmers is rising. One of the nain challenges of the
noverrent will be to help find themland and create the infrastructure needed to make
farm ng a viabl e profession.

http://ww. grist.org/article/2010-02-25-are-you-a-farmner-at-heart-start-a-crop-nob/

Farmers can apply for grants

KANNAPQLI S Farmers who grow val ue-added crops have several opportunities for
financial help. A new program based at the N.C. Research Campus in Kannapolis is
accepting applications for grants that will hel p val ue-added growers pay for

equi prent. Dubbed "N. C. Val ue- Added Cost Share,"” the programis admnistered by N C
Mar ket Ready at the Research Campus in Kannapolis. N.C. MarketReady is an agricultura
outreach effort by N.C. State University, one of eight universities with a presence
at the biotech canpus. The cost share program a $1.2 million project funded by the
N. C. Tobacco Trust Fund Conmi ssion, is designed to boost rural econonic devel opnent
and strengthen farmfanmlies. The program supports the devel opnent of val ue-added
agricultural operations, an energing sector of North Carolina agriculture. A val ue-
added agricultural product is a raw comobdity that has been changed in some nmanner so
it no longer can be returned to its original state, such as chopped | ettuce.

htt p: //wwv. sal i sburypost. conf NCRC/ 030110- New pr ogr am can- hel p- f ar ner s- buy- equi pnent -
for-special -crops

RTI: Ren. Fuel Standards Coul d Fuel Farm Income (3/2010)

New renewabl e fuel standards could lead to nore than $13 billion increase in net farm
i ncome, according to a new study by researchers at RTlI International and Texas A&M
University. The study (titled RFS2 Final Rule Life Cycle Analysis Supplenenta
Material s), funded by the U S. Environnmental Protection Agency, analyzed the economc
i npacts of new EPA renewabl e fuel s standards designed to | essen the United States'
dependence on foreign oil and reduce greenhouse gas em ssions (referred to as RFS2).
The new standards require that, by 2022, transportation fuel sold in the United
States nust contain at least 36 billion gallons of renewable fuel. Robert H Beach
According to the report, the renewabl e fuel standards will substantially increase
farmincome but will also increase consuners' food costs. Based on EPA cal cul ati ons
using study results, food costs would increase by an average of about $10 per person
annual |y by 2022. "The increased food costs associated with further expandi ng
renewabl e fuels production to reach the volunes required under RFS2 are relatively
smal | ," said Robert Beach, Ph.D., senior econom st in the Environnmental, Technol ogy
and Energy Economics Programat RTlI and the rep ort's |ead author. "Because the
majority of the required production increase for renewable fuels will cone from
cellul osic feedstocks, like switchgrass and corn stal ks, that have no conpeting use
as food, there will be I ess of an inpact on food costs than would increasing the use
of corn or other starch or sugar-based feedstocks."

http://ww. basi | andspi ce. com' |l iving-green/rti-ren-fuel -standards-coul d-fuel-farm

i ncome- 32010. ht

LI VING OFF THE LAND: Chat ham Farm and Preservation Pl an

Chat ham County's Farm and Preservation Plan includes two najor sections, one focused
on agricultural |land use and one focused on agricultural econonic devel opnent.

- Agricultural Land Use reconmendations include the follow ng:

1. Coordinate farm and protection education and policy devel opnent to help with

i mpl enent ati on and oversi ght of the plan.




2. Strengthen the Chatham County Voluntary Agricultural District program by addi ng
addi ti onal options for |andowners. The district is a valuable tool for educating the
public and Realtors about the benefits and needs of agriculture throughout areas of
t he county.

3. Develop a strategic farmand map to identify priority protection areas and actions
needed.

4. Build support for a Working Lands Protection Program which would help the county
conpete for state conservation funding and neet the needs of farners.

5. Integrate the Farm and Preservation Plan into the county's Land Conservation &
Devel opnent Pl an.

6. Update county zoning and subdivision regulations to neet agricultural production
needs.

7. Explore options to ensure long-term agricultural access to water supplies.

http: //wwv. heral dsun. com view full story/ 6544236/ articl e-Ll VI NG OFF- THE- LAND- -

Chat ham Far nl and- Preservati on- Pl an?i nstance=nmmin_article

PI TTSBORO -- Protecting farm and from encroachi ng devel opnent whil e expandi ng
agricultural business opportunities are the goals of a new Farm and Preservation Pl an
t hat the Chat ham County Board of Conmi ssioners adopted recently. The plan includes
several conponents, is voluntary and does not require farmers or other residents to
participate. "Agriculture, horticulture and forestry are not only historically

i nportant to Chatham County, these industries renmain vital to our econony today and
we want themto remain strong," said Sally Kost, chairwoman of the Board of
Conmi ssioners. The county's Agriculture Advisory Board worked with the Chat ham
County Center of Cooperative Extension Service, the Soil and Water Conservation
District and the Triangle Land Conservancy in devel oping the plan with grant funding
fromthe state's Agricultural Devel opnent and Farml and Preservation Trust Fund. "W
greatly appreciate the hard work and | eadership efforts of these groups," said CGeorge
Luci e

r, vice chairman of the Board of Comm ssioners. "W also thank the many agricultura
producers, agribusinesses and individual residents who provi ded val uabl e feedback
during the process."

htt p: //wwv. heral dsun. coni view full story/ 6544224/ arti cl e- Boar d-1 ooks-t o-support -
agricul ture?instance=mmin_article

Area farners get $225,000 in AgOptions grants for 2010

The WNC Agricultural Options Program awarded 42 farners seed grants totaling $225, 000
| ast nonth to assist themin conpleting farmdiversification projects. This year's
grantees are selling Appal achian Grown nmeats at the WNC Farners Market at Asheville;
creating alternative markets for established strawberry, trout and edi bl e | andscapi ng
enterprises; and introducing innovative crops to the region such as m | kweed for sale
to butterfly farmers and nosses for |andscapers. Three of the awardees received

$9, 000 grants, 27 received $6,000 and 12 received $3,000. These projects ensure the
econom ¢ sustainability of farm businesses as well as provide denonstration to other
transitioning farners. The ultimte goal of WNC AgOptions is to protect nountain
farm and by assisting the longevity of farmenterprises. “W continue to be

encour aged and amazed by everyone’s innovative ideas and the variety of projects that
are produced by our WNC AgOptions grantees these past few years,” said WIliam
Upchurch, Executive Director of the NC Tobacco Trust Fund Conmi ssion. “Qur board
menbers are very supportive of the programfor one key reason we're able to keep
farmers in business by reducing their costs and increasing their incone.”

htt p: / / www. nount ai nx. coml bl ogwi r e/ 2010/ area_farners_get 225000 i n_agoptions grants fo

r 2010

WNC farnmers can receive federal disaster aid

ASHEVI LLE On Feb. 2, President Cbanm declared a major disaster in the State of
North Carolina based on danages and | osses caused by severe winter storns and
flooding that occurred from Dec. 18-25, 2009. Thirteen counties were decl ared
eligible for federal disaster assistance, including Farm Service Agency (FSA)
emergency loans for eligible fam |y nenbers. Those regional counties include Avery,
Bunconbe, Burke, Haywood, Henderson, Jackson, Macon, Madi son, MDowell, Mtchell

Rut herfordton, Swain, Transylvania and Yancey. Begi nning Feb. 2, farners in Bunconbe
County can apply for EM Loans for production |losses. Cct. 4 is the deadline for



filing an application. The local office is located at 155 Hilliard Ave., Suite 200,
or call 254-0916.
http://ww.citizen-tines.comarticle/20100308/ NEW5/ 303080003

Farm & Garden Briefs:

Agritourismworkshop set - Agritourism Networking Associati on workshop will focus on
how to start or continue a successful agritourismoperation. The workshops are
designed for current agritourismentrepreneurs and those who may be interested in
starting an agritourism business. A workshop is being held on April 22 at 3:30 p.m

at Gardini Trattoria and Gardens in Col umbus. Cost is $20 to $25 and incl udes

wor kshop materials and dinner.

Farmers mar ket wor kshop planned - The N. C. Departnent of Agriculture and Consuner
Services' Marketing Division will hold a one-day workshop Wednesday, April 21, that
wi Il focus on boosting traffic and sales at farners markets. The event takes place
from9:45 a.m to 3 p.m at the Western N.C. Agricultural Center in Fletcher. Cost is
$25 and covers materials and |unch. The deadline for registering is April 14.

htt p: // ww. bl ueri dgenow. conf arti cl e/ 20100308/ SERVI CES03/ 3081028/ 1170?p=2&t c=pg

Farmers receive $225,000 in grants

Tanmbra and WIIl Buford started a goat farmin Edneyville six years ago, planning to
sel|l goat neat, then switching to goat's milk. The Bufords sell soaps, |otions and
cheeses made fromthe mlk. Their Vineyard' s Edge farmwas recently awarded a $6, 000
grant to help build a cheese factory. "W have been working on this project for
several years, so we are pretty far along," Tanmbra said. "W are planning to break
ground as soon as the ground thaws." The Bufords were anong 42 farmers in \Wstern
North Carolina to receive grants fromthe North Carolina Tobacco Trust Fund

Commi ssion. In all, the panel awarded $225,000 to help farns in the N.C. mountains
transition out of tobacco farm ng. WNC AgOptions adninisters the grants. "Wen burley
t obacco was ‘king' in Western North Carolina, it and other conmodities defined
mountai n agriculture,” said Ross Young, WNC AgOptions steering conmittee |eader
"Many farners are realizing that it is becomng increasingly nmore difficult to farm
by raising crops destined for a commodity market. The WNC AgOpti ons program has been
very instrunental in assisting farners as they transition to direct narkets and | oca
sales." ...

htt p://wwv. bl ueri dgenow. conf articl e/ 20100309/ NEWS/ 100309797/ 1151?Ti t| e=- Far ner s-
recei ve- 225- 000-i n- gr ant s-

Editorial: Farm and's golden fields

VWhat would [ife in North Carolina be like with 3 million nmore people living here
traveling the roads, building hones and needing all the services that |ocal and state
government normally provide? That kind of growth may seemlike a fantasy during the
current jobless recovery. But experts predict the state's population will grow by 3
mllion in the next 20 years, after gaining 1 million since 2000. In the nmidst of
that growth, N. C. Comm ssioner of Agriculture Steve Troxler says, North Carolina mnust
ensure that its farmers have the space and neans to continue producing food for the
region and world. How? One way is through farm and preservation. Troxler and
Secretary of Conmerce Keith Crisco were keynote speakers Tuesday at a regiona
synposiumin Statesville that focused on agriculture, farm and preservation and
"Protecting Qur Food Supply Against an Uncertain Future." Organized by the LandTrust
for Central North Carolina and the Foothills Conservancy, the session focused on
agriculture's role as a $70 billion econonm c engine one that is often taken for
granted. Troxler said every tine a new fanily noves in, two acres of land are

i npacted for their honme, infrastructure and other governnent services. And for each
dol lar such a famly pays in taxes, government is providing $1.50 in services.
Meanwhi |l e, for each dollar a working farmpays in taxes, it requires only 35 cents
worth of services. There's a case to be made that farming is subsidizing growth,
Troxler said. ....

http://ww. sal i sburypost. conf Opi ni on/ 031010-edit-farns

"Farmto fork' offers fresh produce to conmunity
Vi ne-ripened juicy tomatoes, sweet nelons, crunchy broccoli, crisp peppers and fresh
herbs are just some of the bounty subscribers in a new Conmunity Supported




Agricul ture program can soon enjoy on a weekly basis. "Comunity Supported
Agriculture is subscription farm ng," explained Amy-Lynn Al bertson, an agricultura
ext ensi on agent with the Davidson County Cooperative Extension Service. "The consuner
pays a certain amount up front and in return they receive a weekly anpunt of
produce." Al bertson said this is the first year any local farnms have participated in
a CSA program which is not an extension program but the office hel ped three | oca
farnms start their prograns - CGid Farmin Silver Valley, Shoaf Plantation in Tyro and
Ledford Growers in the northeastern area of the county. "This is just the first year
any of our farms have done this, but CSAs have been around since the '70s," she
noted. "lIt's really starting to catch on with the | ocal food novenent." Al bertson
said the partnership between the farnmer and the consuner is of shared benefit -
consuners receive the freshest products avail abl e grown under sustainable practices
and farners receive sone noney upfront for their investment in planting crops. They
both al so share the risk of bad weat her damagi ng crops, she added.

http://ww.t he-di spatch. confarticl e/ 20100309/ ARTI CLES/ 3094040/ 1004

Vol unt eers pronote sustainable agriculture in North Carolina

Small farnms in North Carolina are getting a boost froma volunteer group dedicated to
supporting sustainable farm ng. Through nonthly events dubbed “Crop Mobs” dozens
of landless farners and agricultural enthusiasts descend upon a local farmto sort
food, clear |and, weed and build greenhouses. The idea is to help small farnmers work
land that would be far nore | abor-intensive than industrial agriculture, said Rob
Jones, a founder of Crop Mob, to the Los Angeles Tines. This happens all while
supporting sustainable farmng and inspiring people to get their hands dirty and grow
somet hing. Crop Mdb volunteers include farminterns, nassage therapists, office

wor kers and backyard gardeners. Participants are notified of Mob events largely

t hr ough Facebook and Google. Since the organization was first fornmed in 2008, it has
grown froma group of 19 young farmers to nore than 400. Vol unteers have contri buted
nmore than 2,000 hours in helping small farms through 15 Crop Mobs around North
Carolina. In exchange for their work, farners are only required to feed partici pants.
Lessons and denonstrations on sustainable farm ng techniques are al so occasionally
provided. ...

http://eatdri nkandbe. org/article/index. 03010 _green_cropnobs

NCDA prepares to battle noths
Satellite popul ations of gypsy noths in Hammocks Beach State Park have the N. C
Department of Agriculture concerned. Currituck County and part of Dare County have
al ready been quarantined due to the foliage-devouring noths, and Onsl ow County could
wel | be next. To prevent that fate, the NCDA seeks to stop the spread of the gypsy
noth before full-fledged infestation occurs. Treatment of this area with a gypsy
noth-killing virus called Gypchek has been proposed by the NCDA and is tentatively
slated to begin in early April. Aerial treatnments are the nbost comon and effective
net hod of reigning in the pests. Lowflying airplanes will dispense the Gypchek in a
back-and-forth flight pattern over Bear |sland and other areas near the park. Gypsy
not hs are consi dered harnful because they cause w despread defoliation. As the trees
attenpt to re-leaf, they becone weakened, inviting secondary pests to nove in. “They
prefer oak trees. Gypsy noths |love the white oaks that are in your yards

,” said Matt Andresen, research operations nmanager for the NCDA. G een ground-
covering plants and even honeysuckl e can also satisfy the |large appetites of gypsy
not hs.
http://ww. tidel andnews. com articl es/2010/03/11/ti del and_news/ news/ doc4b97c0468e55e15
0976058. t xt

Big Asheville Wne & Food fest announced for this August

Asheville, NC WNC nmgazine and its parent conpany, CGulfStream Comunications,
announce they will partner with the Asheville Wne & Food Festival to cultivate the
prem er wine and food event for Western North Carolina. The festival, nowin its
second year, will take place on August 14, 2010, at the WNC Agricultural Center. It
will bring together regional w neries, chefs, and food producers in a series of wne
tastings and gustatory events to showcase Western North Carolina' s appetite for

| ocal ly produced flavors. The festival debuted |ast year as a fund-raiser for Slow
Food Asheville and R verLink and was created by Bob Bow es, a foundi ng nmenber and
past president of Slow Food Asheville. The event was | aunched to highlight the



regional wineries in North Carolina, Georgia, Tennessee, and South Carolina, and al so
featured local food and wines fromthe Yadkin Valley Appellation. Jed Drew, president
of GulfStream said, “W believe this partnership fits perfectly with GulfStreams
strategy as we continue to grow our presence across the Carolinas, |everaging our
print, online, and event capabilities. W look forward to working with Bob to devel op
the Asheville Wne & Food Festival as one of the |eading destination events for w ne
and food lovers in the Southeast.”

htt p: // ww. mount ai nx. coni bl ogwi r e/ 2010/ bi g _ashevill e wi ne food fest announced for th
s_august

"Shocki ng" Reasons to Go Organic

(CBS) Eating organic foods has |ots of benefits, fromprotecting the environnment to
hel pi ng you stay slimand healthier. Now, Rodale Inc. CEO and Chairman Mari a Rodal e
is out with a book called "Organic Mani festo: How Organic Farm ng Can Heal Cur

Pl anet, Feed the Wrld, and Keep Us Safe." Men's Health magazi ne, which is published
by Rodale, Inc., is spotlighting those benefits, especially the ones for nen. Mtt
Bean, a senior editor of the magazine, spelled out many of those benefits on "The
Early Show' Tuesday. Although organic food is nmore expensive than conventional food,
Bean says nmking organics a part of your diet can have a big inpact on your health
and that of your family. Fromthe book, Bean says, "W discovered ... sone pretty
shocki ng and convi nci ng argunments" for going that route. ...

http://ww. cbsnews. coni stori es/ 2010/ 03/ 16/ heal t h/ heal t hy | i vi ng/ mai n6303444. sht ni

Hoke County Receives State Certification for Wrking Lands Pl an

FAYETTEVI LLE, N.C. - The BRAC Regi onal Task Force today announced that Hoke County
has received certification fromthe North Carolina Departnent of Agriculture for its
Wor ki ng Lands Protection Plan. The Hoke County Board of Conmi ssioners endorsed the
pl an which was presented in January by Keith Walters, Cooperative Extension Director
The Lois G Britt Agribusiness Center at Mount Oive College is the principa
researcher for the Wrking Lands Protection Program and authored the Hoke County
plan. "The region's working lands will help nmaintain the operational readiness of
Fort Bragg and reduce the problens posed by devel opment and other |and uses that are
i ncompatible with the Army's training and operational objectives," said Paul Dordal
executive director of the BRAC RTF.

http://carolinanewsw re. conl news/ News. cgi ?dat abase=000001news. db&ommand=vi ewone&i d=1
944&o0p=t

Onset of spring has farners ready for new grow season

GUI LFORD COUNTY, N.C. Farnmers are finally taking to the fields after a long wi nter
full of snow and sleet. Agriculture in North Carolina brings billions of dollars to
the state every year. State Agriculture Commi ssioner Steve Troxler says the business
is thriving. “l shudder to think where North Carolina' s econony would be w thout this
bedrock industry,” he said. Last year, the 1,100 farns | ocated in 12 Pi ednont
counties sold $858 mllion worth of commpdities. “People really want to know where it
cane from and they want to know who grew it, and that's why they want to come to the
farmand buy it right there,” Kenneth Rudd, of Rudd Farnms in Greensbhoro, said. "The
average product on a grocery shelf has travel ed about 1,000 nmiles to get there, and a
| ot of things can happen in that 1,000 niles. In npst cases, these |local farners
markets, you're only a few nmiles away,” said Troxler.

http://newsl14. conftriangl e- news-30-cont ent/ 623495/ onset - of - spri ng- has-f arners-ready-
for-new gr ow season

Report: USDA lax in policing organics marketing

WASHI NGTON The Agriculture Department has failed to enforce penalties agai nst some
who fal sely marketed foods as organic, according to an internal depart ment

i nvestigation. A report by the agency's inspector general says the agency needs to
step up enforcenent of those who sell products under the "USDA Organic" |abel but do
not meet governnent standards to do so. The report says the departnent has nade

i mprovenents in maintaining the integrity of the organic programin recent years, but
needs to better handl e conplaints about potential violators. Oversight of the organic
program has becone nore inmportant and nore scrutinized as the industry has expl oded
in popularity over the |ast decade, growing 14 to 21 percent annually with sal es of
$24.6 billion in 2008. As nore conpani es have vied to be part of the business,



critics have charged that the governnent has not been restrictive enough in what it
allows to be | abeled as organic. The internal report says the departnent has fai

ed to nmonitor some conpanies it had already identified as inproperly marketing their
products as organic. In one case, the departnent never issued enforcenment action

agai nst an operation that had narketed non-organic m nt under the departnent's |abe
for two years. Enforcenent action can sinply be an agreenent to correct the probl em
or can be nore severe, including revocation of an operation's organic certification
or cash penalties. In some cases, the report said, it took up to 32 nonths for the
department to issue enforcenment action while the conpanies continued to fal sely

mar ket their products. The report also said the department was not processing
conpl ai nts about the program fast enough and that agents charged with certifying
organi ¢ operations were not follow ng consistent rules. USDA official Rayne Pegg, who
heads the agency that oversees the program said the Cbama admini stration has already
proposed a budget increase to deal with sone of the deficiencies. She said the
department is working to inprove the program The internal report "underscores the
necessity for the reforns we have enacted and those currently under way," she said.
http://ww. charl otteobserver.com 2010/ 03/ 19/ 1324166/ report - ag- dept - | ax-in-
wat chi ng. ht n

Sandhills Area Land Trust cel ebrates nilestone

More than 10,000 acres of protected |and across the Sandhills regi on can now be
credited to the Sandhills Area Land Trust, a local |and trust based in Fayetteville
and Sout hern Pi nes.

The trust recently celebrated reaching the nilestone, according to a news rel ease
fromthe trust.

Executive Director Candace WIlianms said reaching the mark shows just how conmitted
people in the region are to preserving precious resources for future generations.
http://fayobserver.conf Articl es/ 2010/ 03/ 24/ 985616

Joi ning a CSA supports fresh, local produce and its producers

Do you want fresh | ocal produce but don’t have the space, tine or desire to grow it
yoursel f? Then what you’'re | ooking for m ght be a share of a CSA. Buying a share of
conmuni ty-supported agriculture is joining a group of people to financially support a
farm at the begi nning of the growi ng season. By paying a menbership (in effect,
payi ng for the season’s produce up front) the group ensures the farmer’s continued
financial success. In return, the nmenbers receive fresh, |ocal produce. The npney
hel ps the farner concentrate on farmng, and the nenbers reap the fruits (and

veggi es) of the farmer’s |abor. Evan Fol ds, owner of Progressive Gardens (6005

O eander Drive) in WImngton, sees many advantages to CSAs and not just for the
recipients.

http://ww. starnewsonline.confarticle/ 20100325/ articles/100329824?ut m source=twitterf
eed&it m nmedi unFtwi tter

Orange County OKs farming center plans

The proposed Pi ednont Food and Agricultural Processing Center for four counties took
a big step forward when Orange County comi ssioners approved an agreenent spelling
out terns | ast week. The center is scheduled to open in July. It will be southeast of
Hi | | sborough at 500 Valley Forge Road, off N.C. 86 just north of Interstate 85.
Orange County's approval comes about 16 nmonths after a study determined that such a
center would not only be feasible, but should turn a profit of $150,000 by its third
year. Gross profits for farmers who will use the center are estimated at nore than
$2.65 mllion a year. The five-year agreenment states that the facility wll
potentially serve 16,214 farns in 22 counties within a 75-nmle radius of Hillsborough

and have a custonmer base of 3.3 mllion people. The accord is the result of meetings
among officials of Al amance, Orange, Durham and Chat ham counties. "And we do fee
li ke we have an agreenment that will be beneficial to everybody," said Al amance County

Manager Crai g Honeycutt .
http://ww. newsobserver. com 2010/ 03/ 28/ 410555/ or ange- count y- oks- f ar m ng-
center. htm #i xzz0j ZROZULT

O ganic farners: Get $50 for interview
Chelsi Crawford is a graduate student working with Dr. Julie Grossman in Soil Science
to determ ne fromwhich sources farners | earn about cover cropping and how t hey



translate that know edge into practice on farm She is in search of NC organic
(certified or non-certified) farnmers who use cover crops, regardless of cropping
system scale of operation, or experience with farm ng. This study will produce sone
interesting information about sources of information for organic farnmers in North
Carolina as well as how decisions are nade with regard to the use of cover crops. As
conpensation, she will enter each participant into a drawing for $50 and two SARE
publications entitled Building Soils for Better Crops and Managi ng Cover Crops
Profitably. She is scheduling brief (30-45 min.) on-farminterviews across NC. |If you
are interested in participating in the study, please contact her at:

cj crawf o@csu. edu or (919) 219-9497.

Thanks for hel pi ng our graduate students.

http://ww. nount ai nx. com bl ogwi re/ 2010/ organic_farmers_get 50 for_interview

Lily farmers race the clock toward Easter

To the untrained eye, the graceful lilies that arrive on church altars each year on
Easter Sunday are a famliar synbol of resurrection and renewal. Like poinsettias on
Christmas, it just wouldn't be Easter wi thout them

But for the people who get themthere on a date that shifts fromyear to year
maki ng the flowers bl oom on cue takes nmonths of perfect gardening, mathematica
deduction and extremne diligence.

“I1t is by far the nost conplicated single thing that happens in the floricultura

i ndustry,” said WlliamMIler, professor of horticulture at Cornell University.
Researchers like MIler have drawn up schedul es for greenhouses with howto
instructions specific to the date Easter arrives in a given year, chronicling the
steps once lily bulbs arrive in m d-Qctober frombulb growers on the Wst Coast.
Week by week, the guidelines suggest the exact period for cooling the bulbs (six
weeks), best greenhouse tenperatures (in the 60s) and how | ong the buds shoul d be at
various points in the grow ng process.

Tenmperature is the secret to getting an Easter lily to bloomon tine, said Norman
VWite, owner of White's Nursery and Greenhouses in Chesapeake, Va., who has grown
lilies for about 40 years.

“You have to look at the plant, decide where it is in the stage of its growh and
when Easter is and you make the decision,” he said. “Should you give it nore heat or
| ess heat, depending on the tinme Easter is?”

http://ww. charl ott eobserver. conf 2010/ 03/ 26/ 1338955/1ily-farners-race-the-cl ock-
toward. htm

Prawns for profit

CEDAR GROVE -- Parents, sometines your kids playing on the Internet pays off.
Literally.

Joe Thonpson, the winner of the Glner L. and Clara Y. Dudley 2010 Small|l Farner of
the Year for North Carolina, an award given annually during the N.C. Snmall Farns Week
activities at N.C. A&T, experienced just that.

Thonpson, 61, a prawn farmer, was given the award after successfully transitioning
his tobacco farminto a full-scale prawn-growi ng operation, one of only a fewin
North Carolina, according to Thonpson.

A prawn is a freshwater crustacean, simlar to a shrinp.

Thonpson nearly m ssed out on his good news.

"I didn't open it because | knew it was not ne," Thonpson, a native of Al amance
County, said about receiving his notification letter. H's wife of 38 years,
Geral di ne, opened the letter for him

But getting to here, fromwhere he was a half decade ago, involved a | ot of soul-
searching and hard work for Thonpson, who is the only prawn seller in Orange County.
After three hip-replacenment surgeries, Thonpson said he was in need of a |ess |abor-
i ntensive job than tobacco farm ng.

"I was struggling pretty bad," said Thonpson, who had his first surgery in 1995. "I
had to get into a better line of work."

Hi s son, while searching on the Internet, directed Thonpson to prawn cultivation

"At first, it ticked me off," said Thonpson, who grew tobacco for 37 years. "I

t hought he was poking fun at me. | was like, 'Man, get off the Internet.""

htt p: // ww. heral dsun. coml view full story/ 6865524/ articl e- Prawns-for-
profit?instance=mmin article




Fundi ng avail able for NC sw ne | agoon conversi on program

RALEI GH The N.C. Division of Soil and Water Conservation announced today that

anot her round of funding is available to swine farmers who switch from conventiona

| agoons to a nore environmentally-friendly and i nnovative waste managenent system
The Cooperative Conservation Partnership Initiative nmakes nmore than $1.1 mllion
avail able in 2010 to farmers who i npl enent new technol ogi es that provide better water
qual ity protection, reduce odor enissions and capture nethane. Interested producers
nmust apply by April 15 to the N.C. Division of Soil and Water Conservation. The five-
year programis carried out through a partnership between the N.C. Division of Soi
and Water Conservation, |ocal soil and water conservation districts and the U. S
Departnent of Agriculture’s Natural Resources Conservation Service. Funding comes
fromthe Natural Resources Conservation Services' Environnental Quality Incentives

Program In June 2009, the first round of funding was nade avail able by state and
federal officials to assist two swine farms to convert to innovative technol ogy and
deconmi ssi on i nactive waste | agoons on nine swine farms. “W appreciate the support

of our conservation partners at NRCS to continue to pronote adopti on of innovative
wast e managenent technologies in the animal industry, which is so inportant to the
state’s econony,” said Pat Harris, director of the N.C. Division of Soil and Water
Conservation. “This initiative furthers the department’s goal of growi ng a green
econony by supporting industries that pronote environmental protection and energy
i ndependence.”

http://ww. citizen-tinmes.comarticle/2010303310048

Other News

J.B. Martin, Jr. has been selected as the State Conservationist for North Carolina, effective Apr 26.
Please join us in congratulating JB on his selection!



