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Welcome to Two New ADFP Trust Fund Staff Members! 
 
The ADFP Trust Fund staff, Advisory Committee, and Commissioner would like to welcome two new 
ADFP Trust Fund staff members, Vernon Cox and Sim DeLapp. Vernon will be working with the Trust 
Fund in conjunction with his role as Conservation Specialist with Environmental Programs. Sim will help 
staff audit current and past projects to ensure that they adhere to program and contract guidelines. We 
are pleased with the recent growth our staff has experienced and look forward to fine-tuning our program 
with the benefit of each individual’s skills.   
 
 
 
ADFP Trust Fund News: 2010-2011 Grant Cycle III Update 
 
Staff met yesterday to discuss funding recommendations with the Commissioner and Advisory 
Committee. After much discussion, it was decided which applicants would be offered funding. Once the 
applicants have been notified of their award offer, a list of projects selected for funding will be sent to 
recipients of this Email Update.  
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Voluntary Agricultural District News 
 
 
The VAD Program in North Carolina is making great strides towards increasing agricultural awareness 
and planning in all 100 counties across the State. Currently 75 counties have either a voluntary 
agricultural district ordinance and/or an enhanced voluntary agricultural district ordinance in place. Since 
this map was published, staff has been notified that Montgomery County passed their VAD Ordinance. 
Only 25 counties to go! 
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Staff has recently developed a Farmland Protection Plans map to help monitor county progress in 
adopting these plans. Currently 11 counties have NCDA approved plans.  
 
 

 
 
 
VAD Workshops 
 
Please mark your calendars for two workshops in April and May on Voluntary Agricultural District (VAD) 
Programs and Farmland Protection Planning: 
 
*April 28 (Wednesday) - Smithfield (Johnston County Agriculture Center) 9:00 am to 2:30 pm 
<http://www.ncadfp.org/calendar/events.asp?date=4%2F28%2F2010> 
 
*May 5   (Wednesday) – Morganton (Burke County Agriculture Center)  9:00 am to 2:30 pm 
<http://www.ncadfp.org/calendar/events.asp?date=5%2F5%2F2010> 
 
These workshops are for staffers and board members of counties and municipalities with a VAD program 
and those considering adoption of a VAD ordinance. Attendance is free and lunch will be available for a 
small fee.   
 
More information will be made available through the N.C. Agricultural Development & Farmland 
Preservation Trust Fund web site: <http://www.ncadfp.org/index.htm>. 
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Agricultural News 
 
Fewer  f i el ds of  pl ent y 
The November  i ssue of  Pr ogr essi ve Far mer  magazi ne r epor t s t hat  wor l d f ood pr oduct i on 
must  i ncr ease dr amat i cal l y  t o meet  f ut ur e demands of  an i ncr easi ng popul at i on.  
I mpr ovi ng ef f i c i ency and sust ai nabl e f ar mi ng pr act i ces can onl y pr ovi de a par t i al  
sol ut i on.  However ,  er odi ng our  nat i on' s f ar ml and and nat ur al  capi t al  by specul at i ve,  
ant i quat ed economi c gr owt h pol i c i es t hat  cont i nue t o bui l d new r oads l i ned wi t h 
t r eel ess,  paved busi ness s i t es and hopi ng j obs wi l l  come whi l e abandoned i ndust r i al  
and commer ci al  s i t es mul t i pl y  i s  unsust ai nabl e.  Fol l owi ng t hi s economi c st r at egy,  
Nor t h Car ol i na l eads t he nat i on i n t he l oss of  pr oduct i ve f ar ml and.  I r oni cal l y ,  
t hanks t o i t s  f ar mer s,  Nor t h Car ol i na has ni ne c l assi f i cat i ons of  f ood pr oduct s t hat  
r ank i n t he t op 10 nat i onal l y ,  and agr i busi ness i s  t he st at e' s l ar gest  and st eadi est  
economi c cont r i but or .  The bount y of  Nor t h Car ol i na f ar mer s '  har vest s can no l onger  be 
t aken f or  gr ant ed i f  cur r ent  economi c devel opment  pol i c i es cont i nue.  Tr adi t i onal  
hol i day f oods,  many pr oduced i n Nor t h Car ol i na,  hopef ul l y  wi l l  r emi nd consumer s and 
gover nment  of f i c i al s t hat  pr oduct i ve,  f er t i l e f ar ml and benef i t s  ever yone each t i me 
t hey eat  and br eat he.  
. . .  
ht t p: / / www. newsobser ver . com/ opi ni on/ l et t er s/ st or y/ 263526. ht ml  

 
Far m- Fr esh:  Pr ogr am wi l l  mat ch f ar mer s wi t h r est aur ant s,  cust omer s 
DANBURY -  Lar r y Roar k hopes t hat  t hi s spr i ng he wi l l  spend mor e t i me t endi ng t o t he 
f r ui t s  and veget abl es on hi s smal l  f ar m t han wai t i ng f or  cust omer s t o ar r i ve at  ar ea 
f ar mer s mar ket s.  Roar k i s  one of  about  20 f ar mer s i n St okes,  Rocki ngham and Caswel l  
count i es par t i c i pat i ng i n Pi edmont  Local  Food,  a new pr ogr am t hat  wi l l  mat ch f ar mer s 
wi t h r est aur ant s and ot her  cust omer s who want  l ocal l y  gr own f ood.  Al t hough not  al l  of  
t he det ai l s  of  t he pr ogr am have been compl et ed,  t he i dea i s  t o st ar t  a Web s i t e f or  
f ar mer s t o sel l  t hei r  pr oduce.  I t  shoul d be oper at i onal  by Mar ch.  Far mer s woul d dr op 
of f  t he or der s at  a cent r al  l ocat i on.  The pr oduce woul d ei t her  be del i ver ed or  
avai l abl e f or  cust omer s t o pi ck up.  " As f ar mer s,  we' ve been abl e t o gr ow t he f ood t o 
t ake t o mar ket ,  but  t hen you s i t  t her e wai t i ng f or  peopl e t o wander  i n and pur chase 
i t , "  sai d Roar k,  who r uns Deep Cr eek Far ms i n nor t her n St okes Count y.  " By maki ng i t  
mor e of  a gr oup ef f or t ,  i t  benef i t s  bot h t he f ar mer s,  by al l owi ng t hem mor e t i me t o 
spend i n t he gar den,  and t he consumer s because i t  gi ves t hem a bi gger  shoppi ng 
net wor k and makes i t  mor e conveni ent  by l et t i ng t hem go on t he I nt er net  r at her  t han 
goi ng mar ket  t o mar ket . "  
. . .  
ht t p: / / www2. j our nal now. com/ cont ent / 2009/ dec/ 31/ f ar m- f r esh- pr ogr am- wi l l - mat ch- f ar mer s-
wi t h- r est aur /  
 
 
Commi t t ee t o hel p Nor t h Car ol i na agr i cul t ur e gr ow 
Ri ddi ck wi l l  hel p l aunch an i ni t i at i ve f r om t he Bi ot echnol ogy Cent er  and par t ner s 
st at ewi de t o gr ow t he st at e' s agr i cul t ur al  economy t o $100 bi l l i on dur i ng t he next  10 
year s.  One of  ever y s i x dol l ar s gener at ed i n Nor t h Car ol i na t oday comes f r om 
agr i cul t ur e.  Rur al  r esi dent s ’  cont r i but i ons of  f ood,  f i ber ,  f uel  and f l ower s add not  
onl y t o t he st at e’ s $70 bi l l i on ag economy,  but  pr eser ve a hi st or i cal  way of  l i f e as 
wel l .  Now t he st at e’ s f i el ds and f or est s ar e about  t o become even mor e pr omi nent .  The 
Nor t h Car ol i na Bi ot echnol ogy Cent er  has hi r ed Gwyn Ri ddi ck,  di r ect or  of  i t s  Pi edmont  
Tr i ad Of f i ce,  t o a newl y cr eat ed posi t i on:  Vi ce- pr esi dent ,  Ag/ Bi o I ni t i at i ve.  Ri ddi ck 
wi l l  hel p l aunch an i ni t i at i ve f r om t he Bi ot echnol ogy Cent er  and par t ner s st at ewi de 
t o gr ow t he st at e’ s agr i cul t ur al  economy t o $100 bi l l i on dur i ng t he next  10 year s.  
“ We have a deep hi st or y and t r emendous asset s i n agr i cul t ur e i n Nor t h Car ol i na, ”  sai d 
Nor r i s  Tol son,  pr esi dent  and CEO of  t he Bi ot echnol ogy Cent er .  “ We i dent i f i ed t hi s 
oppor t uni t y  t o combi ne t hat  her i t age and our  st r engt h i n new t echnol ogy t o cr eat e 
weal t h acr oss t he st at e of  Nor t h Car ol i na,  and t o i mpr ove t he qual i t y  of  l i f e f or  
peopl e ar ound t he wor l d. ”  . . .  
ht t p: / / sout heast f ar mpr ess. com/ news/ agr i cul t ur al - economy- 0105/  

 
Br i ght  f ut ur e f or  cot t on i n ENC 
Pr i ces r i se f r om l ast  year ,  wor l dwi de demand hi gher  t han pr oj ect ed suppl y 
Cot t on pr i ces t i cked upwar d dur i ng 2009 af t er  cr ashi ng dur i ng 2008,  but  i t  coul d t ake 
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sever al  year s bef or e l ocal  and nat i onal  mar ket s ar e up t o t hei r  pr evi ous st r engt h.  
That  was t he assessment  John Fl anagan,  pr esi dent  of  Fl anagan Tr adi ng Cor p. ,  t ol d an 
audi ence of  about  60 l ocal  f ar mer s Monday dur i ng t he 2010 Cot t on Pr oduct i on Meet i ng.  
The meet i ng �  host ed by t he Har vey Fer t i l i zer  & Gas Co. ,  t he Har vey- Pr i ce Cot t on Co.  
and t he Monsant o agr i cul t ur al  and chemi cal  f i r m �  has been hel d annual l y  s i nce 1998 
t o gi ve gr ower s of  cot t on and ot her  cr ops an assessment  of  t he year ’ s upcomi ng 
gr owi ng season.  “ I  t hi nk t he deci s i on t o go back t o cot t on wi l l  be a di f f i cul t  one t o 
make,  even t hough pr i ces ar e bet t er  t hi s year , ”  Fl anagan sai d.  . . .  
ht t p: / / www. enct oday. com/ news/ cot t on- 61083- kf pr ess- meet i ng- f l anagan. ht ml  

 
Local  Food Pol i cy Counci l  Named 
Al l  but  one of  t he member s of  t he N. C.  Sust ai nabl e Local  Food Advi sor y Counci l  have 
been named.  Gov.  Per due st i l l  has t o name some f r om t he f ood r et ai l  or  f ood ser v i ce 
i ndust r y.   Last  year ,  t he st at e l egi s l at ur e passed l egi s l at i on cr eat i ng t he 24- per son 
counci l ,  whi ch i s  mandat ed t o st udy a r ange of  i ssues:  
What  f oods ar e ser ved i n publ i c  school s,  especi al l y  t o st udent s r ecei v i ng br eakf ast  
and f r ee and r educed pr i ce l unches,  and i ncr easi ng t he amount s of  l ocal  sust ai nabl e 
f oods ser ved t o t hose st udent s.  
The possi bi l i t y  of  maki ng l ocal  sust ai nabl e f ood avai l abl e t o peopl e who r ecei ve 
publ i c  assi st ance and t he possi bi l i t y  of  usi ng f ood st amps at  f ar mer s mar ket s.  
Ways t o encour age communi t y and backyar d gar deni ng.  
The ef f ect  of  sust ai nabl e l ocal  f ood pr oduct i on on t he st at e' s economy.  
How t o over come r egul at or y and pol i cy bar r i er s f or  f ar mer s and ent r epr eneur s who 
pr oduce l ocal  sust ai nabl e f ood.  
No wor d yet  on whet her  t he counci l  wi l l  meet  f or  t he f i r s t  t i me.  Cl i ck on t he 
document  bel ow t o see t he member s.  
. . .  
ht t p: / / bl ogs. newsobser ver . com/ f ood/ l ocal - f ood- pol i cy- counci l - named 

 
Conser vancy,  f ami l y  pr eser ve 161 acr es i n Fai r v i ew 
Car ol i na Mount ai n Land Conser vancy has par t ner ed wi t h Al ma Spi cer  of  Br evar d and her  
f ami l y t o per manent l y  conser ve 161 acr es on Gar r en Cr eek Road i n Fai r v i ew.  An 
envi r onment al  s i t e assessment  f ound v i t al  habi t at s f or  248 pl ant  speci es and 52 
ani mal  speci es.  Four  r ar e speci es wer e document ed on t he t r act ,  i nc l udi ng a pai r  of  
shar p- shi nned hawks,  t he f i r s t  r ecor ded occur r ence of  nest i ng shar p- shi nned hawks i n 
Buncombe Count y.  The bi ol ogi st  al so f ound t hr ee r ar e pl ant  speci es l i s t ed by t he N. C.  
Nat ur al  Her i t age Pr ogr am.  The easement  wi l l  per manent l y  pr ot ect  sever al  t housand f eet  
of  Gar r en Cr eek and i t s  t r i but ar i es.  The conser ved Spi cer  l ands ar e 100 per cent  
f or est ed,  pr i mar i l y  wi t h har dwood f or est s r ecover i ng f r om past  l oggi ng.  " As a f ar m 
f ami l y i n t he nei ghbor hood,  we ar e t hr i l l ed wi t h t he conser vat i on of  some of  t he 
f i nest  agr i cul t ur al  l and i n Fai r v i ew, "  sai d John Ager  of  Hi ckor y Nut  Gap Far m,  a 
member  of  t he Buncombe Count y Agr i cul t ur al  Advi sor y Commi t t ee.  " Our  f r i end,  Al ma  
 Spi cer ,  has al ways been a conser vat i on- mi nded per son,  and now she and her  f ami l y 
have pr eser ved t he f ami l y f ar m f or ever , "  he added.  " We cel ebr at e t he pr eser vat i on of  
a key pr oper t y i n mai nt ai ni ng t he r ur al  char act er  of  our  communi t y. "  
. . .  
ht t p: / / www. bl uer i dgenow. com/ ar t i c l e/ 20100108/ SERVI CES03/ 1081027/ 1151?Ti t l e=Conser vanc
y- f ami l y- pr eser ve- 161- acr es- i n- Fai r v i ew 

 
 
Far mer s l ear ni ng new ways t o succeed 
ASHEVI LLE - -  The appl e busi ness i s  changi ng,  and appl e f ar mer s shoul d consi der  
al t er nat i ve cr ops and mar ket i ng t echni ques,  accor di ng t o speaker s at  t he annual  
Sout heast er n Appl e Gr ower s Associ at i on conf er ence.  The t wo- day conf er ence i s  an 
annual  meet i ng t hat  dr aws appl e f ar mer s f r om Nor t h and Sout h Car ol i na,  Tennessee and 
Vi r gi ni a.  I t  cont i nues t oday at  Cr owne Pl aza Resor t  i n Ashevi l l e.  Technol ogy,  
changi ng eat i ng habi t s and a swi t ch t o l ocal l y  gr own f ood have cr eat ed oppor t uni t i es 
and chal l enges f or  appl e gr ower s.  Some gr ower s have opened t hei r  f ar ms t o t he publ i c  
and ot her s have t ur ned t o l ong- t er m st or age t echni ques t o keep pr oduce f r esh l onger ,  
hopi ng t o change and adj ust  t o t he new mar ket s.  Danny McConnel l ' s  f ami l y  member s have 
t r adi t i onal l y  been appl e f ar mer s i n Hender son Count y.  I n t he mi d- 1990s,  he 
di ver s i f i ed hi s busi ness and began t o sel l  f r ui t ,  veget abl e and val ue- added pr oduct s,  
such as i ce cr eam and pr eser ves,  di r ect l y  t o t he publ i c .  The di ver s i f i cat i on hel ped,  
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but  t ook t he f ar m away f r om appl es.  
. . .  
ht t p: / / www. bl uer i dgenow. com/ ar t i c l e/ 20100113/ ARTI CLES/ 1131027/ 1151?Ti t l e=Far mer s-
l ear ni ng- new- ways- t o- succeed 

 
Fami l y Far m St i l l  Goi ng St r ong Af t er  A Hundr ed Year s 
WI LMI NGTON,  NC ( whqr )  -  I n Nor t h Car ol i na t her e ar e s i xt een hundr ed r ecogni zed 
cent ur y f ar ms,  meani ng f ar ms t hat  have been i n one f ami l y f or  mor e t han a hundr ed 
year s.  Many of  t hem ar e no l onger  f ar med on,  and ar e at  r i sk of  bei ng sol d of f  or  
devel oped.  WHQR caught  up wi t h Pender  Count y Commi ssi oner  F. D.  Ri venbar k on hi s f ar m,  
one he says,  i s  st i l l  goi ng st r ong.  Ri venbar k says,  " On t hi s l i t t l e r oad al one,  i t ' s  
one mi l e and i t  dead ends.  When I  was a chi l d t her e wer e 6 and 7 houses and I  coul d 
wal k al ong -  of  cour se I  knew ever ybody.  On t hi s r oad now t her e ar e 30 houses and 
most  of  t hose have been pl aced t her e i n t he l ast  8 or  10 year s.  And t hat ' s  t he way 
i t ' s  goi ng al l  over  Pender  Count y. "  . . .  
ht t p: / / www. publ i cbr oadcast i ng. net / whqr / news. newsmai n/ ar t i c l e/ 1/ 0/ 1599684/ Local . I nt er e
st / Fami l y. Far m. St i l l . Goi ng. St r ong. Af t er . A. Hundr ed. Year s 
 
St at e must  cont i nue ef f or t  t o pr eser ve open space 
Fr om an edi t or i al  publ i shed i n t he Fayet t evi l l e Obser ver  on Jan.  15:  
On Jan.  1,  1999,  Nor t h Car ol i na set  out  on a bol d and exci t i ng mi ssi on:  To save a 
mi l l i on acr es of  t he st at e' s pr eci ous and dwi ndl i ng open space f r om devel opment .  The 
mi ssi on,  al as,  was bol der  t han t he st at e coul d handl e.  When t he decade came t o an 
end,  t he st at e was about  350, 000 acr es shor t  of  i t s  goal .  But  t hat ' s  no r eason t o 
gi ve i t  up,  shr ug our  shoul der s and wal k away.  Pr eser v i ng open space i s  mor e 
i mpor t ant  t han ever .  I t ' s  not  j ust  a mat t er  of  maki ng t he st at e l ook pr et t y,  al t hough 
woul d anyone want  t o ar gue t hat  Gr andf at her  Mount ai n woul d be bet t er  used as an 
amusement  par k and condo devel opment  i nst ead of  a magni f i cent  st at e par k? No,  open 
space does mor e t han l ook pr et t y.  Buf f er s al ong r i ver s keep t hem f r om get t i ng 
pol l ut ed.  Lar ge t r act s of  f i el ds and woodl ands al l ow r ai nwat er  t o per col at e back i nt o 
t he aqui f er ,  i nst ead of  r unni ng of f  r oof s and par k i ng l ot s,  i nt o st or m dr ai ns and 
event ual l y  out  t o sea i nst ead of  i nt o our  wat er  suppl y.  And open space pr ovi des 
r ecr eat i onal  oppor t uni t i es t hat  dr i ve a good por t i on of  t hi s st at e' s t our i s t  
i ndust r y,  br i ngi ng v i s i t or s f r om ar ound t he wor l d,  who pump hundr eds of  mi l l i ons of  
dol l ar s a year  i nt o our  economy.   
ht t p: / / www. char l ot t eobser ver . com/ opi ni on/ st or y/ 1187227. ht ml  
 
 
Pr eser v i ng open l and 
Ther e ar e some beaut i f ul  pl aces i n New Jer sey,  but  " t he Gar den St at e"  i s  not  what  
most  of  us envi s i on f or  Nor t h Car ol i na' s f ut ur e.  I t ' s  t oo cr owded,  t oo devel oped,  t oo 
ur ban and subur ban.  But  Nor t h Car ol i na i s  r api dl y becomi ng many of  t hose t hi ngs.  A 
r epor t  out  t hi s mont h f r om Envi r onment  Nor t h Car ol i na shows t hat  mor e t han one 
mi l l i on acr es of  what  had been undevel oped l and f el l  t o t he bul l dozer s dur i ng t he 
past  decade.  Fer r el  Gui l l or y,  t he di r ect or  of  t he Pr ogr am on Publ i c  Li f e at  UNC-
Chapel  Hi l l ,  has pr esent ed a popul at i on s l i de show f or  year s.  I t  consi st s of  maps of  
Nor t h Car ol i na,  t hr ough t he past  15 or  so decades,  wi t h l i t t l e bl ack dot s cover i ng 
t he ur ban ar eas.  The l esson i s  obvi ous.  What  was once a st at e of  a f ew ur ban dot s and 
much spar sel y popul at ed whi t e space i s  now j ust  t he opposi t e.  I n br oad expanses,  t he 
dot s ar e so cr owded t oget her  t hat  t hey can' t  be i ndi v i dual l y  di scer ned.  I t ' s  get t i ng 
har der  and har der  t o f i nd whi t e spot s t o v i s i t  - -  act ual l y ,  gr een spot s - -  
  wher e f or est s and f ar ml and pr edomi nat e.  . . .  
ht t p: / / www2. j our nal now. com/ cont ent / 2010/ j an/ 22/ pr eser v i ng- open- l and/ opi ni on/  
 
Smal l  f ar ms get t i ng bi g 
On a dar k wi nt er  mor ni ng i n Or ange Count y,  Davi d Heeks was out  i n t he chi l l  and 
dr i zz l e checki ng hi s cr ops.  " I ' ve got  a f r esh cr op of  r adi shes over  her e, "  he sai d,  
dr awi ng back a f abr i c  cover  t o r eveal  a l ush,  wi de r ow of  br i ght - gr een l eaves.  
Reachi ng down t o t he r ed soi l ,  he dr ew up a st out  r ed and whi t e r oot .  " Thi s, "  he 
sai d,  " I ' l l  be t aki ng t o mar ket  t hi s Sat ur day.  You' d be har d- pr essed t o f i nd anybody 
el se t hat ' s  br i ngi ng a f r esh r adi sh,  a new cr op. "  A f ew days l at er  and a f ew mi l es 
away i n Dur ham Count y,  Kat hr yn Spann and Davi d Kr abbe br oke gr ound f or  t he mi l k i ng 
bar n and cheesemaki ng r oom at  t hei r  goat  f ar m.  " I  have a ver y st r ong v i s i on of  a 
r enai ssance of  f ar mi ng i n Dur ham, "  Spann sai d.  Last  week i n Wake Count y,  Soi l  and 
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Wat er  Conser vat i on Di r ect or  Dal e Thr eat t - Tayl or  was st ar t i ng wor k on a pr oposal  t o 
pr omot e f ar mi ng and pr eser ve f ar ml and.  
. . .  
ht t p: / / www. newsobser ver . com/ news/ count i es/ or ange_count y/ st or y/ 301169. ht ml  
 
Gr ant  pr ovi di ng dr ought  pl an f or  f ar mer s 
RALEI GH,  N. C.  -  Nor t h Car ol i na f ar mer s ar e get t i ng a l i t t l e hel p now t o pr epar e f or  
any f ut ur e pr obl ems wi t h dr ought s.  Thur sday,  t he st at e' s Depar t ment  of  Agr i cul t ur e 
announced a $100, 000 gr ant  f r om The Al t r i a Gr oup t o st udy wat er  usage and pl an ahead 
f or  keepi ng cr ops heal t hy.  " What  t he dr ought  of  2007- 2009 so r udel y r emi nded us i s  
t hat  wat er  i s  pr eci ous, "  sai d Ceci l  Set t l e,  Execut i ve Di r ect or  of  t he N. C.  Foundat i on 
f or  Soi l  & Wat er  Conser vat i on.  " Wat er  suppl y i s  essent i al . "  Ag depar t ment  exper t s say 
a l ot  of  peopl e t hi nk f ar ms use a l ot  mor e wat er  t han anyone el se,  but  t hey act ual l y  
onl y t ake up about  one per cent  of  t he st at e' s demand.  
ht t p: / / wake. mync. com/ si t e/ Wake/ news/ st or y/ 47497/ gr ant - pr ovi di ng- dr ought - pl an- f or -
f ar mer s/  
 
Far mi ng t r ends shi f t i ng acr oss N. C.  
RALEI GH,  N. C.  - -  On a dar k wi nt er  mor ni ng i n Or ange Count y,  Davi d Heeks was out  i n 
t he chi l l  and dr i zz l e checki ng hi s cr ops.  Reachi ng down t o t he r ed soi l ,  he dr ew up a 
st out  r ed and whi t e r oot .  " Thi s, "  he sai d,  " I ' l l  be t aki ng t o mar ket  t hi s Sat ur day.  
You' d be har d- pr essed t o f i nd anybody el se t hat ' s  br i ngi ng a f r esh r adi sh,  a new 
cr op. "   A f ew days l at er  and a f ew mi l es away i n Dur ham Count y,  Kat hr yn Spann and 
Davi d Kr abbe br oke gr ound f or  t he mi l k i ng bar n and cheesemaki ng r oom at  t hei r  goat  
f ar m.  Last  week i n Wake Count y,  Soi l  and Wat er  Conser vat i on Di r ect or  Dal e Thr eat t -
Tayl or  was st ar t i ng wor k on a pr oposal  t o pr omot e f ar mi ng and pr eser ve f ar ml and.  The 
t r end i s  t he same acr oss t he gr owi ng Tr i angl e r egi on:  l ess f ar ml and,  mor e f ar ms.  I t  
may seem odd,  but  f or  agr i cul t ur e i n t he Tr i angl e,  ur ban and r ur al  ar e i n a symbi ot i c  
r el at i onshi p.  On one hand,  t he popul ar i t y  of  l ocal  f ar mer s '  mar ket s,  t he gr owt h of  
" communi t y- suppor t ed agr i cul t ur e"  syst ems under  whi ch consumer s cont r act  t o buy a 
shar e of  a f ar mer ' s  pr oduce,  and r est aur at eur s '  wi l l i ngness t o pay t op dol l ar  f or  
l ocal  pr oduce has cr eat ed a bul l  mar ket  f or  l ocal l y  gr own pr oduct s.  On t he ot her  
hand,  devel opment  eat s i nt o t he l and suppl y and i nf l at es l and val ues,  gi v i ng 
i ncent i ve f or  pr of i t - s t r apped pr oducer s and uni nt er est ed hei r s t o sel l  out .   
ht t p: / / www. t hesunnews. com/ news/ l ocal / s t or y/ 1291823. ht ml  
 
Local  nonpr of i t  ASAP named t o st at e advi sor y counci l  
Last  week,  t he Nor t h Car ol i na Sust ai nabl e Local  Food Advi sor y Counci l  hel d i t s  
i naugur al  meet i ng i n Ral ei gh.  I n t he l egi s l at i on cr eat i ng t he counci l ,  t he West er n 
Nor t h Car ol i na- based nonpr of i t  Appal achi an Sust ai nabl e Agr i cul t ur e Pr oj ect  ( ASAP)  was 
named as an or gani zat i on t o ser ve among t he 27 member s.  ASAP’ s Execut i ve Di r ect or  
Char l i e Jackson,  member  of  t he counci l ,  comment ed,  “ I ’ m pr oud t o be r epr esent i ng ASAP 
and West er n Nor t h Car ol i na,  and t o wor k wi t h peopl e ar ound t he st at e t o hel p mor e 
f ar ms succeed and mor e peopl e access f r esh,  l ocal  f ood. ”  The Nor t h Car ol i na 
Sust ai nabl e Local  Food Advi sor y Counci l  meet i ngs ar e open t o t he publ i c ,  and t her e 
was st andi ng r oom onl y i n t he cr owd of  a hundr ed or  mor e at  t he Febr uar y 2 conveni ng.  
The counci l  i s  dr awi ng at t ent i on because i t  wi l l  deal  wi t h t i mel y i ssues such as 
r esear ch t o i nvest i gat e t he st at e of  agr i cul t ur e i n Nor t h Car ol i na,  r ecommendat i ons 
on how agenci es can bet t er  wor k t oget her ,  and met hods f or  f ac i l i t at i ng a st r onger  
f ood syst em and gr eat er  f ood secur i t y .  Dur i ng t hi s f i r s t  meet i ng,  NC Commi ssi oner  of  
Agr i cul t ur e St eve Tr oxl er  was el ect ed Chai r .  The pur pose of  t he Nor t h Car ol i na 
Sust ai nabl e Local  Food Advi sor y Counci l ,  accor di ng t o t he l egi s l at i on,  i s  “ t o 
cont r i but e t o bui l di ng a l ocal  f ood economy,  t her eby benef i t i ng Nor t h Car ol i na by 
cr eat i ng j obs,  st i mul at i ng st at ewi de economi c devel opment ,  c i r cul at i ng money f r om 
l ocal  f ood sal es wi t hi n l ocal  communi t i es,  pr eser v i ng open space,  decr easi ng t he use 
of  f ossi l  f uel  and t hus r educi ng car bon emi ssi ons,  pr eser v i ng and pr ot ect i ng t he 
nat ur al  envi r onment ,  i ncr easi ng consumer  access t o f r esh and nut r i t i ous f oods,  and 
pr ovi di ng gr eat er  f ood secur i t y  f or  al l  Nor t h Car ol i ni ans. ”  . . .  
ht t p: / / www. mount ai nx. com/ bl ogwi r e/ 2010/ l ocal _nonpr of i t _asap_named_t o_st at e_advi sor y_c
ounci l  
 
Tar get  of  l and t r ust  coal i t i on:  Pr eser ve 50, 000 acr es 
Ten l and t r ust s i n Nor t h Car ol i na want  t o pr eser ve 50, 000 acr es i n t he west er n r egi on 
of  t he st at e.  Two year s ago,  t hey f or med t he Bl ue Ri dge For ever  Coal i t i on and 
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devel oped a pl an t o pr eser ve l and i n 25 West er n Nor t h Car ol i na count i es.  The gr oup 
i dent i f i ed 28 ar eas t hat  need pr eser vat i on.  They di d not  l ook at  i ndi v i dual  par cel s 
but  i dent i f i ed ar eas wi t h val uabl e wat er  r esour ces,  sceni c v i ews,  f ar ml and or  
bi ol ogi cal  di ver s i t y .  " They had t he f or esi ght  t o r eal i ze t hat  West er n Nor t h 
Car ol i na' s nat ur al  r esour ces wer e get t i ng devel oped f ast er  t han t hey can be 
pr ot ect ed, "  Coal i t i on Campai gn Di r ect or  Phyl l i s  St i l es sai d.  Car ol i na Mount ai n Land 
Conser vancy pr ot ect ed 2, 686 acr es i n Hender son,  Tr ansyl vani a and par t s of  nei ghbor i ng 
count i es i n 2009.  The gr oup pur chased 1, 527 acr es at  Weed Pat ch Mount ai n near  Lake 
Lur e.  I t  al so pr eser ved 11. 2 acr es i n Hender son Count y.  . . .  
ht t p: / / www. bl uer i dgenow. com/ ar t i c l e/ 20100212/ SERVI CES03/ 2121025/ 1151?Ti t l e=Tar get - of -
l and- t r ust - coal i t i on- Pr eser ve- 50- 000- acr es&t c=ar  
 
Pr eser vat i on hope 
We' ve been l os i ng f ar ml and t o devel opment  at  an al ar mi ng r at e i n Nor t h Car ol i na.  
For t unat el y,  t her e' s a good oppor t uni t y  t o encour age t he pr eser vat i on of  an 
agr i cul t ur al  oasi s i n t he hear t  of  For syt h Count y.  The pr oposed Hope- Fr at er ni t y  
Hi st or i c  Di st r i c t  cover s 2, 300 acr es i n t he sout hwest er n par t  of  t he count y.  I t ' s  
wi t hi n j ust  a f ew mi l es of  bust l i ng Hanes Mal l  Boul evar d,  but  i t  mi ght  as wel l  be a 
t housand mi l es away - -  f or  now.  Mar y Gi unca wr ot e i n Monday' s Jour nal  t hat  t he 
" l andscape seems al most  unt ouched s i nce t he Mor avi ans f i r s t  ar r i ved i n t he l at e 18t h 
cent ur y.  Weat her ed cedar s f r ame gent l y  r ol l i ng hi l l s  and homespun houses dot  t he 
l andscape. "  . . .  
ht t p: / / www2. j our nal now. com/ cont ent / 2010/ f eb/ 12/ pr eser vat i on- hope/ opi ni on/  
 
Tr i angl e Land Conser vancy,  El l er be Cr eek,  Eno Ri ver  gr oups t o get  f unds 
WASHI NGTON,  D. C.  - -  Fi ve conser vat i on gr oups wor ki ng t o pr ot ect  l and and wat er  
r esour ces i n t he Upper  Neuse Ri ver  Basi n have won a mul t i mi l l i on- dol l ar  gr ant  t o 
pr omot e f or est  heal t h and c l ean dr i nk i ng wat er .  The U. S.  Endowment  f or  For est r y and 
Communi t i es r ecent l y  named t he Conser vat i on Tr ust  f or  Nor t h Car ol i na as one of  t hr ee 
r eci pi ent s of  gr ant  f undi ng under  t he Heal t hy Wat er sheds t hr ough Heal t hy For est s 
I ni t i at i ve,  whi ch seeks t o advance t he connect i on bet ween f or est  management  and wat er  
qual i t y  and quant i t y .  CTNC wi l l  admi ni st er  t he f unds on behal f  of  t he par t i c i pat i ng 
gr oups,  whi ch i nc l ude t he El l er be Cr eek Wat er shed Associ at i on,  Eno Ri ver  Associ at i on,  
Tr i angl e Land Conser vancy and Tar  Ri ver  Land Conser vancy.  CTNC was chosen because of  
i t s  r ol e as f aci l i t at or  of  t he Upper  Neuse Cl ean Wat er  I ni t i at i ve,  whi ch seeks t o 
pr ot ect  l ands cr i t i cal  t o t he l ong- t er m heal t h of  dr i nk i ng wat er  suppl i es i n t he 
basi n,  f r om gr oundwat er  t o st r eams t o ni ne r eser voi r s i nc l udi ng Fal l s  Lake,   
 Lake Mi chi e and Lake Hol t .  UNCWI  hel ps pr ovi de saf e,  abundant  dr i nk i ng wat er  
suppl i es i n a cost - ef f ect i ve manner  by conser v i ng undevel oped l and t hat  buf f er s 
r i ver s and r eser voi r s.  Pr ot ect i on of  t hese l ands pr ovi des nat ur al  f i l t r at i on of  t he 
wat er  by r educi ng t he f l ow of  pol l ut ed r unof f  and sedi ment  i nt o l ocal  wat er ways.  The 
par t ner s have pr ot ect ed mor e t han 46 mi l es of  s t r eam buf f er s and 4, 475 acr es,  t hanks 
t o suppor t  f r om t he Ci t y of  Ral ei gh,  t he N. C.  Cl ean Wat er  Management  Tr ust  Fund,  
Wake,  Dur ham and Or ange count i es and ot her  gover nment  f undi ng par t ner s.  
ht t p: / / www. her al dsun. com/ vi ew/ f ul l _st or y_news_dur ham/ 6172980/ ar t i c l e- Tr i angl e- Land-
Conser vancy- - El l er be- Cr eek- - Eno- Ri ver - gr oups- t o- get - f unds?i nst ance=mai n_ar t i c l e 

 
Par i shi oner s obser ve a gr een Lent  
CHAPEL HI LL - -  Gi v i ng up meat  i s  a t r adi t i onal  Lent en pr act i ce.  But  sever al  f ami l i es 
at  t he Uni t ed Chur ch of  Chapel  Hi l l  ar e gi v i ng t he t r adi t i onal  pr act i ce a new spi n.  
Thi s gr oup of  Pr ot est ant s i s  f ast i ng f r om meat  ever y day of  Lent  -  not  j ust  on 
Fr i days as Roman Cat hol i cs do.  And t hei r  mot i vat i on i s  not  s i mpl y t o r emember  Jesus'  
suf f er i ngs.  For  t hem,  f ast i ng f r om meat  i s  par t  of  a l ow- car bon di et ,  a way of  
r educi ng gr eenhouse gas emi ssi ons.  I n t hi s l i ber al  Uni t ed Chur ch of  Chr i st  
congr egat i on,  as i n many ot her s,  t he 40- day season of  Lent  t hat  pr ecedes East er  i s  
bei ng r ei nt er pr et ed t o accommodat e envi r onment al  concer ns t hey say ar e as i mpor t ant  
t o t hei r  f ai t h as per sonal  devot i on.  " I  want  t o det ach f r om t he i ndust r i al  meat  
syst em, "  sai d Her man Gr eene,  a member  of  t he chur ch who i s  gi v i ng up meat  f or  Lent .  
" When I  r e- ent er  i t ,  I  want  t o eat  meat  onl y f r om ani mal s I  know wer e wel l - t r eat ed. "  
Gr eene and hi s wi f e,  Sandi ,  wer e among 100 or  so congr egant s who gat her ed Sunday 
mor ni ng t o hear  Nor man Wi r zba,  r esear ch pr of essor  of  t heol ogy,  ecol ogy and r ur al  l i f e 
at  t he Duke Di v i ni t y  School ,  t al k  about  t he r el at i onshi p bet ween f ood and cr eat i on.  
I t  was t he second of  a t wo- par t  l ect ur e.  . . .  
ht t p: / / www. newsobser ver . com/ 2010/ 02/ 22/ 351483/ par i shi oner s- obser ve- a- gr een- l ent . ht ml  
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Ar e you a f ar mer  at  hear t ? St ar t  a ‘ Cr op Mob’  0 
A gr owi ng number  of  young peopl e ar e f i ni shi ng col l ege and r esi st i ng t he pr essur e t o 
pl unk down i n a cube behi nd a comput er .  Ot her s sk i p col l ege al t oget her � gi ven t he 
spi r al i ng cost s i nvol ved,  i t ’ s  har d t o bl ame t hem� and year n f or  meani ngf ul ,  hands- on 
wor k.  Communi t y- scal e or gani c f ar mi ng has emer ged as an at t r act i ve pr of essi on f or  
such t al ent ed,  ener get i c  yout h.  But  t her e ar e pr obl ems wi t h t hi s choi ce.  Hour s ar e 
l ong,  t he pay t oo of t en st i nks,  and l and pr i ces r emai n cr ushi ngl y hi gh.  To t op i t  
of f ,  our  nat i on l acks uni ver sal  heal t h cover age.  Yet  yout hf ul  zeal  t o f ar m abi des,  
and hasn’ t  l et  up,  as f ar  as I  can t el l .  Thi s i s  a maj or  asset  t o t he sust ai nabl e 
f ood movement .  As our  nat i on’ s mi l l i on or  so act i ve f ar mer s near s r et i r ement  age,  an 
emer gi ng gener at i on of  l andl ess f ar mer s i s  r i s i ng.  One of  t he mai n chal l enges of  t he 
movement  wi l l  be t o hel p f i nd t hem l and and cr eat e t he i nf r ast r uct ur e needed t o make 
f ar mi ng a v i abl e pr of essi on.  . . .  
ht t p: / / www. gr i s t . or g/ ar t i c l e/ 2010- 02- 25- ar e- you- a- f ar mer - at - hear t - st ar t - a- cr op- mob/  

 
Far mer s can appl y f or  gr ant s 
KANNAPOLI S �  Far mer s who gr ow val ue- added cr ops have sever al  oppor t uni t i es f or  
f i nanci al  hel p.  A new pr ogr am based at  t he N. C.  Resear ch Campus i n Kannapol i s  i s  
accept i ng appl i cat i ons f or  gr ant s t hat  wi l l  hel p val ue- added gr ower s pay f or  
equi pment .  Dubbed " N. C.  Val ue- Added Cost  Shar e, "  t he pr ogr am i s admi ni st er ed by N. C.  
Mar ket Ready at  t he Resear ch Campus i n Kannapol i s .  N. C.  Mar ket Ready i s  an agr i cul t ur al  
out r each ef f or t  by N. C.  St at e Uni ver s i t y ,  one of  ei ght  uni ver s i t i es wi t h a pr esence 
at  t he bi ot ech campus.  The cost  shar e pr ogr am,  a $1. 2 mi l l i on pr oj ect  f unded by t he 
N. C.  Tobacco Tr ust  Fund Commi ssi on,  i s  desi gned t o boost  r ur al  economi c devel opment  
and st r engt hen f ar m f ami l i es.  The pr ogr am suppor t s t he devel opment  of  val ue- added 
agr i cul t ur al  oper at i ons,  an emer gi ng sect or  of  Nor t h Car ol i na agr i cul t ur e.  A val ue-
added agr i cul t ur al  pr oduct  i s  a r aw commodi t y t hat  has been changed i n some manner  so 
i t  no l onger  can be r et ur ned t o i t s  or i gi nal  s t at e,  such as chopped l et t uce.  . .  
 .  
ht t p: / / www. sal i sbur ypost . com/ NCRC/ 030110- New- pr ogr am- can- hel p- f ar mer s- buy- equi pment -
f or - speci al - cr ops 

 
RTI :  Ren.  Fuel  St andar ds Coul d Fuel  Far m I ncome ( 3/ 2010)  
New r enewabl e f uel  s t andar ds coul d l ead t o mor e t han $13 bi l l i on i ncr ease i n net  f ar m 
i ncome,  accor di ng t o a new st udy by r esear cher s at  RTI  I nt er nat i onal  and Texas A&M 
Uni ver s i t y .  The st udy ( t i t l ed RFS2 Fi nal  Rul e Li f e Cycl e Anal ysi s Suppl ement al  
Mat er i al s) ,  f unded by t he U. S.  Envi r onment al  Pr ot ect i on Agency,  anal yzed t he economi c 
i mpact s of  new EPA r enewabl e f uel s st andar ds desi gned t o l essen t he Uni t ed St at es '  
dependence on f or ei gn oi l  and r educe gr eenhouse gas emi ssi ons ( r ef er r ed t o as RFS2) .  
The new st andar ds r equi r e t hat ,  by 2022,  t r anspor t at i on f uel  sol d i n t he Uni t ed 
St at es must  cont ai n at  l east  36 bi l l i on gal l ons of  r enewabl e f uel .  Rober t  H.  Beach 
Accor di ng t o t he r epor t ,  t he r enewabl e f uel  s t andar ds wi l l  subst ant i al l y  i ncr ease 
f ar m i ncome but  wi l l  al so i ncr ease consumer s '  f ood cost s.  Based on EPA cal cul at i ons 
usi ng st udy r esul t s ,  f ood cost s woul d i ncr ease by an aver age of  about  $10 per  per son 
annual l y  by 2022.  " The i ncr eased f ood cost s associ at ed wi t h f ur t her  expandi ng 
r enewabl e f uel s pr oduct i on t o r each t he vol umes r equi r ed under  RFS2 ar e r el at i vel y 
smal l , "  sai d Rober t  Beach,  Ph. D. ,  seni or  economi st  i n t he Envi r onment al ,  Technol ogy 
and Ener gy Economi cs Pr ogr am at  RTI  and t he r ep or t ' s  l ead aut hor .  " Because t he 
maj or i t y  of  t he r equi r ed pr oduct i on i ncr ease f or  r enewabl e f uel s wi l l  come f r om 
cel l ul osi c f eedst ocks,  l i ke swi t chgr ass and cor n st al ks,  t hat  have no compet i ng use 
as f ood,  t her e wi l l  be l ess of  an i mpact  on f ood cost s t han woul d i ncr easi ng t he use 
of  cor n or  ot her  st ar ch or  sugar - based f eedst ocks. "  . . .  
ht t p: / / www. basi l andspi ce. com/ l i v i ng- gr een/ r t i - r en- f uel - st andar ds- coul d- f uel - f ar m-
i ncome- 32010. ht ml  

 
LI VI NG OFF THE LAND:  Chat ham Far ml and Pr eser vat i on Pl an 
Chat ham Count y ' s Far ml and Pr eser vat i on Pl an i nc l udes t wo maj or  sect i ons,  one f ocused 
on agr i cul t ur al  l and use and one f ocused on agr i cul t ur al  economi c devel opment .   
-  Agr i cul t ur al  Land Use r ecommendat i ons i nc l ude t he f ol l owi ng:  
1.  Coor di nat e f ar ml and pr ot ect i on educat i on and pol i cy devel opment  t o hel p wi t h 
i mpl ement at i on and over s i ght  of  t he pl an.  
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2.  St r engt hen t he Chat ham Count y Vol unt ar y Agr i cul t ur al  Di st r i c t  pr ogr am by addi ng 
addi t i onal  opt i ons f or  l andowner s.  The di st r i c t  i s  a val uabl e t ool  f or  educat i ng t he 
publ i c  and Real t or s about  t he benef i t s  and needs of  agr i cul t ur e t hr oughout  ar eas of  
t he count y.   
3.  Devel op a st r at egi c f ar ml and map t o i dent i f y  pr i or i t y  pr ot ect i on ar eas and act i ons 
needed.  
4.  Bui l d suppor t  f or  a Wor ki ng Lands Pr ot ect i on Pr ogr am,  whi ch woul d hel p t he count y 
compet e f or  st at e conser vat i on f undi ng and meet  t he needs of  f ar mer s.   
5.  I nt egr at e t he Far ml and Pr eser vat i on Pl an i nt o t he count y ' s  Land Conser vat i on & 
Devel opment  Pl an.  
6.  Updat e count y zoni ng and subdi v i s i on r egul at i ons t o meet  agr i cul t ur al  pr oduct i on 
needs.  
7.  Expl or e opt i ons t o ensur e l ong- t er m agr i cul t ur al  access t o wat er  suppl i es.  
ht t p: / / www. her al dsun. com/ vi ew/ f ul l _st or y/ 6544236/ ar t i c l e- LI VI NG- OFF- THE- LAND- -
Chat ham- Far ml and- Pr eser vat i on- Pl an?i nst ance=mai n_ar t i c l e 

 
PI TTSBORO - -  Pr ot ect i ng f ar ml and f r om encr oachi ng devel opment  whi l e expandi ng 
agr i cul t ur al  busi ness oppor t uni t i es ar e t he goal s of  a new Far ml and Pr eser vat i on Pl an 
t hat  t he Chat ham Count y Boar d of  Commi ssi oner s adopt ed r ecent l y .  The pl an i nc l udes 
sever al  component s,  i s  vol unt ar y and does not  r equi r e f ar mer s or  ot her  r esi dent s t o 
par t i c i pat e.  " Agr i cul t ur e,  hor t i cul t ur e and f or est r y ar e not  onl y hi st or i cal l y  
i mpor t ant  t o Chat ham Count y,  t hese i ndust r i es r emai n v i t al  t o our  economy t oday and 
we want  t hem t o r emai n st r ong, "  sai d Sal l y  Kost ,  chai r woman of  t he Boar d of  
Commi ssi oner s.   The count y ' s  Agr i cul t ur e Advi sor y Boar d wor ked wi t h t he Chat ham 
Count y Cent er  of  Cooper at i ve Ext ensi on Ser vi ce,  t he Soi l  and Wat er  Conser vat i on 
Di st r i c t  and t he Tr i angl e Land Conser vancy i n devel opi ng t he pl an wi t h gr ant  f undi ng 
f r om t he st at e' s Agr i cul t ur al  Devel opment  and Far ml and Pr eser vat i on Tr ust  Fund.  " We 
gr eat l y  appr eci at e t he har d wor k and l eader shi p ef f or t s of  t hese gr oups, "  sai d Geor ge 
Luci e 
 r ,  v i ce chai r man of  t he Boar d of  Commi ssi oner s.  " We al so t hank t he many agr i cul t ur al  
pr oducer s,  agr i busi nesses and i ndi v i dual  r esi dent s who pr ovi ded val uabl e f eedback 
dur i ng t he pr ocess. "   
ht t p: / / www. her al dsun. com/ vi ew/ f ul l _st or y/ 6544224/ ar t i c l e- Boar d- l ooks- t o- suppor t -
agr i cul t ur e?i nst ance=mai n_ar t i c l e 

 
Ar ea f ar mer s get  $225, 000 i n AgOpt i ons gr ant s f or  2010 
The WNC Agr i cul t ur al  Opt i ons Pr ogr am awar ded 42 f ar mer s seed gr ant s t ot al i ng $225, 000 
l ast  mont h t o assi st  t hem i n compl et i ng f ar m di ver s i f i cat i on pr oj ect s.  Thi s year ' s  
gr ant ees ar e sel l i ng Appal achi an Gr own meat s at  t he WNC Far mer s Mar ket  at  Ashevi l l e;  
cr eat i ng al t er nat i ve mar ket s f or  est abl i shed st r awber r y,  t r out  and edi bl e l andscapi ng 
ent er pr i ses;  and i nt r oduci ng i nnovat i ve cr ops t o t he r egi on such as mi l kweed f or  sal e 
t o but t er f l y  f ar mer s and mosses f or  l andscaper s.  Thr ee of  t he awar dees r ecei ved 
$9, 000 gr ant s,  27 r ecei ved $6, 000 and 12 r ecei ved $3, 000.  These pr oj ect s ensur e t he 
economi c sust ai nabi l i t y  of  f ar m busi nesses as wel l  as pr ovi de demonst r at i on t o ot her  
t r ansi t i oni ng f ar mer s.  The ul t i mat e goal  of  WNC AgOpt i ons i s  t o pr ot ect  mount ai n 
f ar ml and by assi st i ng t he l ongevi t y  of  f ar m ent er pr i ses.  “ We cont i nue t o be 
encour aged and amazed by ever yone’ s i nnovat i ve i deas and t he var i et y of  pr oj ect s t hat  
ar e pr oduced by our  WNC AgOpt i ons gr ant ees t hese past  f ew year s, ”  sai d Wi l l i am 
Upchur ch,  Execut i ve Di r ect or  of  t he NC Tobacco Tr ust  Fund Commi ssi on.  “ Our  boar d 
member s ar e ver y suppor t i ve of  t he pr ogr am f or  one key r eason �  we’ r e abl e t o keep 
f ar mer s i n busi ness by r educi ng t hei r  cost s and i ncr easi ng t hei r  i ncome. ”  . . .  
ht t p: / / www. mount ai nx. com/ bl ogwi r e/ 2010/ ar ea_f ar mer s_get _225000_i n_agopt i ons_gr ant s_f o
r _2010 

 
WNC f ar mer s can r ecei ve f eder al  di sast er  ai d 
ASHEVI LLE �  On Feb.  2,  Pr esi dent  Obama decl ar ed a maj or  di sast er  i n t he St at e of  
Nor t h Car ol i na based on damages and l osses caused by sever e wi nt er  st or ms and 
f l oodi ng t hat  occur r ed f r om Dec.  18- 25,  2009.  Thi r t een count i es wer e decl ar ed 
el i gi bl e f or  f eder al  di sast er  assi st ance,  i nc l udi ng Far m Ser vi ce Agency ( FSA)  
emer gency l oans f or  el i gi bl e f ami l y member s.  Those r egi onal  count i es i nc l ude Aver y,  
Buncombe,  Bur ke,  Haywood,  Hender son,  Jackson,  Macon,  Madi son,  McDowel l ,  Mi t chel l ,  
Rut her f or dt on,  Swai n,  Tr ansyl vani a and Yancey.  Begi nni ng Feb.  2,  f ar mer s i n Buncombe 
Count y can appl y f or  EM Loans f or  pr oduct i on l osses.  Oct .  4 i s  t he deadl i ne f or  
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f i l i ng an appl i cat i on.  The l ocal  of f i ce i s  l ocat ed at  155 Hi l l i ar d Ave. ,  Sui t e 200,  
or  cal l  254- 0916.  
ht t p: / / www. ci t i zen- t i mes. com/ ar t i c l e/ 20100308/ NEWS/ 303080003 

 
Far m & Gar den Br i ef s:   
Agr i t our i sm wor kshop set  -   Agr i t our i sm Net wor ki ng Associ at i on wor kshop wi l l  f ocus on 
how t o st ar t  or  cont i nue a successf ul  agr i t our i sm oper at i on.  The wor kshops ar e 
desi gned f or  cur r ent  agr i t our i sm ent r epr eneur s and t hose who may be i nt er est ed i n 
st ar t i ng an agr i t our i sm busi ness.  A wor kshop i s  bei ng hel d on Apr i l  22 at  3: 30 p. m.  
at  Gi ar di ni  Tr at t or i a and Gar dens i n Col umbus.  Cost  i s  $20 t o $25 and i nc l udes 
wor kshop mat er i al s and di nner .  
Far mer s mar ket  wor kshop pl anned -  The N. C.  Depar t ment  of  Agr i cul t ur e and Consumer  
Ser v i ces '  Mar ket i ng Di v i s i on wi l l  hol d a one- day wor kshop Wednesday,  Apr i l  21,  t hat  
wi l l  f ocus on boost i ng t r af f i c  and sal es at  f ar mer s mar ket s.  The event  t akes pl ace 
f r om 9: 45 a. m.  t o 3 p. m.  at  t he West er n N. C.  Agr i cul t ur al  Cent er  i n Fl et cher .  Cost  i s  
$25 and cover s mat er i al s and l unch.  The deadl i ne f or  r egi st er i ng i s  Apr i l  14.  
ht t p: / / www. bl uer i dgenow. com/ ar t i c l e/ 20100308/ SERVI CES03/ 3081028/ 1170?p=2&t c=pg 

 
Far mer s r ecei ve $225, 000 i n gr ant s 
Tambr a and Wi l l  Buf or d st ar t ed a goat  f ar m i n Edneyvi l l e s i x  year s ago,  pl anni ng t o 
sel l  goat  meat ,  t hen swi t chi ng t o goat ' s  mi l k .  The Buf or ds sel l  soaps,  l ot i ons and 
cheeses made f r om t he mi l k .  Thei r  Vi neyar d' s Edge f ar m was r ecent l y  awar ded a $6, 000 
gr ant  t o hel p bui l d a cheese f act or y.  " We have been wor ki ng on t hi s pr oj ect  f or  
sever al  year s,  so we ar e pr et t y f ar  al ong, "  Tambr a sai d.  " We ar e pl anni ng t o br eak 
gr ound as soon as t he gr ound t haws. "  The Buf or ds wer e among 42 f ar mer s i n West er n 
Nor t h Car ol i na t o r ecei ve gr ant s f r om t he Nor t h Car ol i na Tobacco Tr ust  Fund 
Commi ssi on.  I n al l ,  t he panel  awar ded $225, 000 t o hel p f ar ms i n t he N. C.  mount ai ns 
t r ansi t i on out  of  t obacco f ar mi ng.  WNC AgOpt i ons admi ni st er s t he gr ant s.  " When bur l ey 
t obacco was ‘ k i ng'  i n West er n Nor t h Car ol i na,  i t  and ot her  commodi t i es def i ned 
mount ai n agr i cul t ur e, "  sai d Ross Young,  WNC AgOpt i ons st eer i ng commi t t ee l eader .  
" Many f ar mer s ar e r eal i z i ng t hat  i t  i s  becomi ng i ncr easi ngl y mor e di f f i cul t  t o f ar m 
by r ai s i ng cr ops dest i ned f or  a commodi t y mar ket .  The WNC AgOpt i ons pr ogr am has been 
ver y i nst r ument al  i n assi st i ng f ar mer s as t hey t r ansi t i on t o di r ect  mar ket s and l ocal  
sal es. "  . . .  
ht t p: / / www. bl uer i dgenow. com/ ar t i c l e/ 20100309/ NEWS/ 100309797/ 1151?Ti t l e=- Far mer s-
r ecei ve- 225- 000- i n- gr ant s-  

 
Edi t or i al :  Far ml and' s gol den f i el ds 
What  woul d l i f e i n Nor t h Car ol i na be l i ke wi t h 3 mi l l i on mor e peopl e l i v i ng her e �  
t r avel i ng t he r oads,  bui l di ng homes and needi ng al l  t he ser v i ces t hat  l ocal  and st at e 
gover nment  nor mal l y  pr ovi de? That  k i nd of  gr owt h may seem l i ke a f ant asy dur i ng t he 
cur r ent  j obl ess r ecover y.  But  exper t s pr edi ct  t he st at e' s popul at i on wi l l  gr ow by 3 
mi l l i on i n t he next  20 year s,  af t er  gai ni ng 1 mi l l i on s i nce 2000.  I n t he mi dst  of  
t hat  gr owt h,  N. C.  Commi ssi oner  of  Agr i cul t ur e St eve Tr oxl er  says,  Nor t h Car ol i na must  
ensur e t hat  i t s  f ar mer s have t he space and means t o cont i nue pr oduci ng f ood f or  t he 
r egi on and wor l d.  How? One way i s  t hr ough f ar ml and pr eser vat i on.  Tr oxl er  and 
Secr et ar y of  Commer ce Kei t h Cr i sco wer e keynot e speaker s Tuesday at  a r egi onal  
symposi um i n St at esvi l l e t hat  f ocused on agr i cul t ur e,  f ar ml and pr eser vat i on and 
" Pr ot ect i ng Our  Food Suppl y Agai nst  an Uncer t ai n Fut ur e. "  Or gani zed by t he LandTr ust  
f or  Cent r al  Nor t h Car ol i na and t he Foot hi l l s  Conser vancy,  t he sessi on f ocused on 
agr i cul t ur e' s r ol e as a $70 bi l l i on economi c engi ne �  one t hat  i s  of t en t aken f or  
gr ant ed.  Tr oxl er  sai d ever y t i me a new f ami l y moves i n,  t wo acr es of  l and ar e 
i mpact ed f or  t hei r  home,  i nf r ast r uct ur e and ot her  gover nment  ser v i ces.  And f or  each 
dol l ar  such a f ami l y pays i n t axes,  gover nment  i s  pr ovi di ng $1. 50 i n ser v i ces.  
Meanwhi l e,  f or  each dol l ar  a wor ki ng f ar m pays i n t axes,  i t  r equi r es onl y 35 cent s 
wor t h of  ser v i ces.  Ther e' s a case t o be made t hat  f ar mi ng i s  subsi di z i ng gr owt h,  
Tr oxl er  sai d.   . . . .  
ht t p: / / www. sal i sbur ypost . com/ Opi ni on/ 031010- edi t - f ar ms 

 
' Far m t o f or k '  of f er s f r esh pr oduce t o communi t y 
Vi ne- r i pened j ui cy t omat oes,  sweet  mel ons,  cr unchy br occol i ,  cr i sp pepper s and f r esh 
her bs ar e j ust  some of  t he bount y subscr i ber s i n a new Communi t y Suppor t ed 
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Agr i cul t ur e pr ogr am can soon enj oy on a weekl y basi s.  " Communi t y Suppor t ed 
Agr i cul t ur e i s  subscr i pt i on f ar mi ng, "  expl ai ned Amy- Lynn Al ber t son,  an agr i cul t ur al  
ext ensi on agent  wi t h t he Davi dson Count y Cooper at i ve Ext ensi on Ser vi ce.  " The consumer  
pays a cer t ai n amount  up f r ont  and i n r et ur n t hey r ecei ve a weekl y amount  of  
pr oduce. "  Al ber t son sai d t hi s i s  t he f i r s t  year  any l ocal  f ar ms have par t i c i pat ed i n 
a CSA pr ogr am,  whi ch i s  not  an ext ensi on pr ogr am,  but  t he of f i ce hel ped t hr ee l ocal  
f ar ms st ar t  t hei r  pr ogr ams -  Ci d Far m i n Si l ver  Val l ey,  Shoaf  Pl ant at i on i n Tyr o and 
Ledf or d Gr ower s i n t he nor t heast er n ar ea of  t he count y.  " Thi s i s  j ust  t he f i r s t  year  
any of  our  f ar ms have done t hi s,  but  CSAs have been ar ound s i nce t he ' 70s, "  she 
not ed.  " I t ' s  r eal l y  st ar t i ng t o cat ch on wi t h t he l ocal  f ood movement . "  Al ber t son 
sai d t he par t ner shi p bet ween t he f ar mer  and t he consumer  i s  of  shar ed benef i t  -  
consumer s r ecei ve t he f r eshest  pr oduct s avai l abl e gr own under  sust ai nabl e pr act i ces 
and f ar mer s r ecei ve some money upf r ont  f or  t hei r  i nvest ment  i n pl ant i ng cr ops.  They 
bot h al so shar e t he r i sk of  bad weat her  damagi ng cr ops,  she added.  . . .  
ht t p: / / www. t he- di spat ch. com/ ar t i c l e/ 20100309/ ARTI CLES/ 3094040/ 1004 

 
Vol unt eer s pr omot e sust ai nabl e agr i cul t ur e i n Nor t h Car ol i na 
Smal l  f ar ms i n Nor t h Car ol i na ar e get t i ng a boost  f r om a vol unt eer  gr oup dedi cat ed t o 
suppor t i ng sust ai nabl e f ar mi ng.  Thr ough mont hl y event s �  dubbed “ Cr op Mobs”  �  dozens 
of  l andl ess f ar mer s and agr i cul t ur al  ent husi ast s descend upon a l ocal  f ar m t o sor t  
f ood,  c l ear  l and,  weed and bui l d gr eenhouses.  The i dea i s  t o hel p smal l  f ar mer s wor k 
l and t hat  woul d be f ar  mor e l abor - i nt ensi ve t han i ndust r i al  agr i cul t ur e,  sai d Rob 
Jones,  a f ounder  of  Cr op Mob,  t o t he Los Angel es Ti mes.  Thi s happens al l  whi l e 
suppor t i ng sust ai nabl e f ar mi ng and i nspi r i ng peopl e t o get  t hei r  hands di r t y  and gr ow 
somet hi ng.  Cr op Mob vol unt eer s i nc l ude f ar m i nt er ns,  massage t her api st s,  of f i ce 
wor ker s and backyar d gar dener s.  Par t i c i pant s ar e not i f i ed of  Mob event s l ar gel y 
t hr ough Facebook and Googl e.  Si nce t he or gani zat i on was f i r s t  f or med i n 2008,  i t  has 
gr own f r om a gr oup of  19 young f ar mer s t o mor e t han 400.  Vol unt eer s have cont r i but ed 
mor e t han 2, 000 hour s i n hel pi ng smal l  f ar ms t hr ough 15 Cr op Mobs ar ound Nor t h 
Car ol i na.  I n exchange f or  t hei r  wor k,  f ar mer s ar e onl y r equi r ed t o f eed par t i c i pant s.  
Lessons and demonst r at i ons on sust ai nabl e f ar mi ng t echni ques ar e al so occasi onal l y  
pr ovi ded.  . . .  
ht t p: / / eat dr i nkandbe. or g/ ar t i c l e/ i ndex. 03010_gr een_cr opmobs 

 
NCDA pr epar es t o bat t l e mot hs 
Sat el l i t e popul at i ons of  gypsy mot hs i n Hammocks Beach St at e Par k have t he N. C.  
Depar t ment  of  Agr i cul t ur e concer ned.  Cur r i t uck Count y and par t  of  Dar e Count y have 
al r eady been quar ant i ned due t o t he f ol i age- devour i ng mot hs,  and Onsl ow Count y coul d 
wel l  be next .  To pr event  t hat  f at e,  t he NCDA seeks t o st op t he spr ead of  t he gypsy 
mot h bef or e f ul l - f l edged i nf est at i on occur s.  Tr eat ment  of  t hi s ar ea wi t h a gypsy 
mot h- k i l l i ng v i r us cal l ed Gypchek has been pr oposed by t he NCDA and i s  t ent at i vel y 
s l at ed t o begi n i n ear l y  Apr i l .  Aer i al  t r eat ment s ar e t he most  common and ef f ect i ve 
met hod of  r ei gni ng i n t he pest s.  Low- f l y i ng ai r pl anes wi l l  di spense t he Gypchek i n a 
back- and- f or t h f l i ght  pat t er n over  Bear  I s l and and ot her  ar eas near  t he par k.  Gypsy 
mot hs ar e consi der ed har mf ul  because t hey cause wi despr ead def ol i at i on.  As t he t r ees 
at t empt  t o r e- l eaf ,  t hey become weakened,  i nv i t i ng secondar y pest s t o move i n.  “ They 
pr ef er  oak t r ees.  Gypsy mot hs l ove t he whi t e oaks t hat  ar e i n your  yar ds 
 , ”  sai d Mat t  Andr esen,  r esear ch oper at i ons manager  f or  t he NCDA.  Gr een gr ound-
cover i ng pl ant s and even honeysuckl e can al so sat i s f y t he l ar ge appet i t es of  gypsy 
mot hs.  . . .  
ht t p: / / www. t i del andnews. com/ ar t i c l es/ 2010/ 03/ 11/ t i del and_news/ news/ doc4b97c0468e55e15
0976058. t xt  
 
Bi g Ashevi l l e Wi ne & Food f est  announced f or  t hi s August  
Ashevi l l e,  NC �  WNC magazi ne and i t s  par ent  company,  Gul f St r eam Communi cat i ons,  
announce t hey wi l l  par t ner  wi t h t he Ashevi l l e Wi ne & Food Fest i val  t o cul t i vat e t he 
pr emi er  wi ne and f ood event  f or  West er n Nor t h Car ol i na.  The f est i val ,  now i n i t s  
second year ,  wi l l  t ake pl ace on August  14,  2010,  at  t he WNC Agr i cul t ur al  Cent er .  I t  
wi l l  br i ng t oget her  r egi onal  wi ner i es,  chef s,  and f ood pr oducer s i n a ser i es of  wi ne 
t ast i ngs and gust at or y event s t o showcase West er n Nor t h Car ol i na’ s appet i t e f or  
l ocal l y  pr oduced f l avor s.  The f est i val  debut ed l ast  year  as a f und- r ai ser  f or  Sl ow 
Food Ashevi l l e and Ri ver Li nk and was cr eat ed by Bob Bowl es,  a f oundi ng member  and 
past  pr esi dent  of  Sl ow Food Ashevi l l e.  The event  was l aunched t o hi ghl i ght  t he 
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r egi onal  wi ner i es i n Nor t h Car ol i na,  Geor gi a,  Tennessee,  and Sout h Car ol i na,  and al so 
f eat ur ed l ocal  f ood and wi nes f r om t he Yadki n Val l ey Appel l at i on.  Jed Dr ew,  pr esi dent  
of  Gul f St r eam,  sai d,  “ We bel i eve t hi s par t ner shi p f i t s  per f ect l y  wi t h Gul f St r eam’ s 
st r at egy as we cont i nue t o gr ow our  pr esence acr oss t he Car ol i nas,  l ever agi ng our  
pr i nt ,  onl i ne,  and event  capabi l i t i es.  We l ook f or war d t o wor ki ng wi t h Bob t o devel op 
t he Ashevi l l e Wi ne & Food Fest i val  as one of  t he l eadi ng dest i nat i on event s f or  wi ne 
and f ood l over s i n t he Sout heast . ”  . . .  
ht t p: / / www. mount ai nx. com/ bl ogwi r e/ 2010/ bi g_ashevi l l e_wi ne_f ood_f est _announced_f or _t hi
s_august  

 
" Shocki ng"  Reasons t o Go Or gani c 
( CBS)   Eat i ng or gani c f oods has l ot s of  benef i t s ,  f r om pr ot ect i ng t he envi r onment  t o 
hel pi ng you st ay s l i m and heal t hi er .  Now,  Rodal e I nc.  CEO and Chai r man Mar i a Rodal e 
i s  out  wi t h a book cal l ed " Or gani c Mani f est o:  How Or gani c Far mi ng Can Heal  Our  
Pl anet ,  Feed t he Wor l d,  and Keep Us Saf e. "  Men' s Heal t h magazi ne,  whi ch i s  publ i shed 
by Rodal e,  I nc. ,  i s  spot l i ght i ng t hose benef i t s ,  especi al l y  t he ones f or  men.  Mat t  
Bean,  a seni or  edi t or  of  t he magazi ne,  spel l ed out  many of  t hose benef i t s  on " The 
Ear l y Show"  Tuesday.  Al t hough or gani c f ood i s  mor e expensi ve t han convent i onal  f ood,  
Bean says maki ng or gani cs a par t  of  your  di et  can have a bi g i mpact  on your  heal t h 
and t hat  of  your  f ami l y.  Fr om t he book,  Bean says,  " We di scover ed . . .  some pr et t y 
shocki ng and convi nci ng ar gument s"  f or  goi ng t hat  r out e.  . . .  
ht t p: / / www. cbsnews. com/ st or i es/ 2010/ 03/ 16/ heal t h/ heal t hy_l i v i ng/ mai n6303444. sht ml  

 
Hoke Count y Recei ves St at e Cer t i f i cat i on f or  Wor ki ng Lands Pl an 
FAYETTEVI LLE,  N. C.  -  The BRAC Regi onal  Task For ce t oday announced t hat  Hoke Count y 
has r ecei ved cer t i f i cat i on f r om t he Nor t h Car ol i na Depar t ment  of  Agr i cul t ur e f or  i t s  
Wor ki ng Lands Pr ot ect i on Pl an.  The Hoke Count y Boar d of  Commi ssi oner s endor sed t he 
pl an whi ch was pr esent ed i n Januar y by Kei t h Wal t er s,  Cooper at i ve Ext ensi on Di r ect or .  
The Loi s G.  Br i t t  Agr i busi ness Cent er  at  Mount  Ol i ve Col l ege i s  t he pr i nc i pal  
r esear cher  f or  t he Wor ki ng Lands Pr ot ect i on Pr ogr am and aut hor ed t he Hoke Count y 
pl an.  " The r egi on' s wor ki ng l ands wi l l  hel p mai nt ai n t he oper at i onal  r eadi ness of  
For t  Br agg and r educe t he pr obl ems posed by devel opment  and ot her  l and uses t hat  ar e 
i ncompat i bl e wi t h t he Ar my' s t r ai ni ng and oper at i onal  obj ect i ves, "  sai d Paul  Dor dal ,  
execut i ve di r ect or  of  t he BRAC RTF.  . . .  
ht t p: / / car ol i nanewswi r e. com/ news/ News. cgi ?dat abase=000001news. db&command=vi ewone&i d=1
944&op=t  
  
Onset  of  spr i ng has f ar mer s r eady f or  new gr ow season 
GUI LFORD COUNTY,  N. C.  �  Far mer s ar e f i nal l y  t ak i ng t o t he f i el ds af t er  a l ong wi nt er  
f ul l  of  snow and s l eet .  Agr i cul t ur e i n Nor t h Car ol i na br i ngs bi l l i ons of  dol l ar s t o 
t he st at e ever y year .  St at e Agr i cul t ur e Commi ssi oner  St eve Tr oxl er  says t he busi ness 
i s  t hr i v i ng.  “ I  shudder  t o t hi nk wher e Nor t h Car ol i na' s economy woul d be wi t hout  t hi s 
bedr ock i ndust r y, ”  he sai d.  Last  year ,  t he 1, 100 f ar ms l ocat ed i n 12 Pi edmont  
count i es sol d $858 mi l l i on wor t h of  commodi t i es.  “ Peopl e r eal l y  want  t o know wher e i t  
came f r om,  and t hey want  t o know who gr ew i t ,  and t hat ' s  why t hey want  t o come t o t he 
f ar m and buy i t  r i ght  t her e, ”  Kennet h Rudd,  of  Rudd Far ms i n Gr eensbor o,  sai d.  " The 
aver age pr oduct  on a gr ocer y shel f  has t r avel ed about  1, 000 mi l es t o get  t her e,  and a 
l ot  of  t hi ngs can happen i n t hat  1, 000 mi l es.  I n most  cases,  t hese l ocal  f ar mer s 
mar ket s,  you' r e onl y a f ew mi l es away, ”  sai d Tr oxl er .  . . .  
ht t p: / / news14. com/ t r i angl e- news- 30- cont ent / 623495/ onset - of - spr i ng- has- f ar mer s- r eady-
f or - new- gr ow- season 

 
Repor t :  USDA l ax i n pol i c i ng or gani cs mar ket i ng 
WASHI NGTON The Agr i cul t ur e Depar t ment  has f ai l ed t o enf or ce penal t i es agai nst  some 
who f al sel y mar ket ed f oods as or gani c,  accor di ng t o an i nt er nal  depar t ment  
i nvest i gat i on.  A r epor t  by t he agency' s i nspect or  gener al  says t he agency needs t o 
st ep up enf or cement  of  t hose who sel l  pr oduct s under  t he " USDA Or gani c"  l abel  but  do 
not  meet  gover nment  st andar ds t o do so.  The r epor t  says t he depar t ment  has made 
i mpr ovement s i n mai nt ai ni ng t he i nt egr i t y  of  t he or gani c pr ogr am i n r ecent  year s,  but  
needs t o bet t er  handl e compl ai nt s about  pot ent i al  v i ol at or s.  Over s i ght  of  t he or gani c 
pr ogr am has become mor e i mpor t ant  and mor e scr ut i ni zed as t he i ndust r y has expl oded 
i n popul ar i t y  over  t he l ast  decade,  gr owi ng 14 t o 21 per cent  annual l y  wi t h sal es of  
$24. 6 bi l l i on i n 2008.  As mor e compani es have v i ed t o be par t  of  t he busi ness,  
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cr i t i cs have char ged t hat  t he gover nment  has not  been r est r i c t i ve enough i n what  i t  
al l ows t o be l abel ed as or gani c.  The i nt er nal  r epor t  says t he depar t ment  has f ai l  
 ed t o moni t or  some compani es i t  had al r eady i dent i f i ed as i mpr oper l y mar ket i ng t hei r  
pr oduct s as or gani c.  I n one case,  t he depar t ment  never  i ssued enf or cement  act i on 
agai nst  an oper at i on t hat  had mar ket ed non- or gani c mi nt  under  t he depar t ment ' s  l abel  
f or  t wo year s.  Enf or cement  act i on can s i mpl y be an agr eement  t o cor r ect  t he pr obl em 
or  can be mor e sever e,  i nc l udi ng r evocat i on of  an oper at i on' s or gani c cer t i f i cat i on 
or  cash penal t i es.  I n some cases,  t he r epor t  sai d,  i t  t ook up t o 32 mont hs f or  t he 
depar t ment  t o i ssue enf or cement  act i on whi l e t he compani es cont i nued t o f al sel y 
mar ket  t hei r  pr oduct s.  The r epor t  al so sai d t he depar t ment  was not  pr ocessi ng 
compl ai nt s about  t he pr ogr am f ast  enough and t hat  agent s char ged wi t h cer t i f y i ng 
or gani c oper at i ons wer e not  f ol l owi ng consi st ent  r ul es.  USDA of f i c i al  Rayne Pegg,  who 
heads t he agency t hat  over sees t he pr ogr am,  sai d t he Obama admi ni st r at i on has al r eady 
pr oposed a budget  i ncr ease t o deal  wi t h some of  t he def i c i enci es.  She sai d t he 
depar t ment  i s  wor ki ng t o i mpr ove t he pr ogr am.  The i nt er nal  r epor t  " under scor es t he 
necessi t y  f or  t he r ef or ms we have enact ed and t hose cur r ent l y  under  way, "  she sai d.  
ht t p: / / www. char l ot t eobser ver . com/ 2010/ 03/ 19/ 1324166/ r epor t - ag- dept - l ax- i n-
wat chi ng. ht ml  
 
Sandhi l l s  Ar ea Land Tr ust  cel ebr at es mi l est one 
Mor e t han 10, 000 acr es of  pr ot ect ed l and acr oss t he Sandhi l l s  r egi on can now be 
cr edi t ed t o t he Sandhi l l s  Ar ea Land Tr ust ,  a l ocal  l and t r ust  based i n Fayet t evi l l e 
and Sout her n Pi nes.  
The t r ust  r ecent l y  cel ebr at ed r eachi ng t he mi l est one,  accor di ng t o a news r el ease 
f r om t he t r ust .  
Execut i ve Di r ect or  Candace Wi l l i ams sai d r eachi ng t he mar k shows j ust  how commi t t ed 
peopl e i n t he r egi on ar e t o pr eser v i ng pr eci ous r esour ces f or  f ut ur e gener at i ons.  
ht t p: / / f ayobser ver . com/ Ar t i c l es/ 2010/ 03/ 24/ 985616 

 
Joi ni ng a CSA suppor t s f r esh,  l ocal  pr oduce and i t s  pr oducer s 
Do you want  f r esh l ocal  pr oduce but  don’ t  have t he space,  t i me or  desi r e t o gr ow i t  
your sel f ? Then what  you’ r e l ooki ng f or  mi ght  be a shar e of  a CSA.  Buyi ng a shar e of  
communi t y- suppor t ed agr i cul t ur e i s  j oi ni ng a gr oup of  peopl e t o f i nanci al l y  suppor t  a 
f ar m at  t he begi nni ng of  t he gr owi ng season.  By payi ng a member shi p ( i n ef f ect ,  
payi ng f or  t he season’ s pr oduce up f r ont )  t he gr oup ensur es t he f ar mer ’ s cont i nued 
f i nanci al  success.  I n r et ur n,  t he member s r ecei ve f r esh,  l ocal  pr oduce.  The money 
hel ps t he f ar mer  concent r at e on f ar mi ng,  and t he member s r eap t he f r ui t s  ( and 
veggi es)  of  t he f ar mer ’ s l abor .  Evan Fol ds,  owner  of  Pr ogr essi ve Gar dens ( 6005 
Ol eander  Dr i ve)  i n Wi l mi ngt on,  sees many advant ages t o CSAs �  and not  j ust  f or  t he 
r eci pi ent s.  . . .  
ht t p: / / www. st ar newsonl i ne. com/ ar t i c l e/ 20100325/ ar t i c l es/ 100329824?ut m_sour ce=t wi t t er f
eed&ut m_medi um=t wi t t er  

 
Or ange Count y OKs f ar mi ng cent er  pl ans 
The pr oposed Pi edmont  Food and Agr i cul t ur al  Pr ocessi ng Cent er  f or  f our  count i es t ook 
a bi g st ep f or war d when Or ange Count y commi ssi oner s appr oved an agr eement  spel l i ng 
out  t er ms l ast  week.  The cent er  i s  schedul ed t o open i n Jul y.  I t  wi l l  be sout heast  of  
Hi l l sbor ough at  500 Val l ey For ge Road,  of f  N. C.  86 j ust  nor t h of  I nt er st at e 85.  
Or ange Count y ' s  appr oval  comes about  16 mont hs af t er  a st udy det er mi ned t hat  such a 
cent er  woul d not  onl y be f easi bl e,  but  shoul d t ur n a pr of i t  of  $150, 000 by i t s  t hi r d 
year .  Gr oss pr of i t s  f or  f ar mer s who wi l l  use t he cent er  ar e est i mat ed at  mor e t han 
$2. 65 mi l l i on a year .  The f i ve- year  agr eement  st at es t hat  t he f aci l i t y  wi l l  
pot ent i al l y  ser ve 16, 214 f ar ms i n 22 count i es wi t hi n a 75- mi l e r adi us of  Hi l l sbor ough 
and have a cust omer  base of  3. 3 mi l l i on peopl e.  The accor d i s  t he r esul t  of  meet i ngs 
among of f i c i al s of  Al amance,  Or ange,  Dur ham and Chat ham count i es.  " And we do f eel  
l i ke we have an agr eement  t hat  wi l l  be benef i c i al  t o ever ybody, "  sai d Al amance Count y 
Manager  Cr ai g Honeycut t  . . .  
ht t p: / / www. newsobser ver . com/ 2010/ 03/ 28/ 410555/ or ange- count y- oks- f ar mi ng-
cent er . ht ml #i xzz0j ZROZULT 
 
Or gani c f ar mer s:  Get  $50 f or  i nt er v i ew 
Chel s i  Cr awf or d i s  a gr aduat e st udent  wor ki ng wi t h Dr .  Jul i e Gr ossman i n Soi l  Sci ence 
t o det er mi ne f r om whi ch sour ces f ar mer s l ear n about  cover  cr oppi ng and how t hey 



� � � � �� 
 �� ��� 	 �
�

�

t r ansl at e t hat  knowl edge i nt o pr act i ce on f ar m.  She i s  i n sear ch of  NC or gani c 
( cer t i f i ed or  non- cer t i f i ed)  f ar mer s who use cover  cr ops,  r egar dl ess of  cr oppi ng 
syst em,  scal e of  oper at i on,  or  exper i ence wi t h f ar mi ng.  Thi s st udy wi l l  pr oduce some 
i nt er est i ng i nf or mat i on about  sour ces of  i nf or mat i on f or  or gani c f ar mer s i n Nor t h 
Car ol i na as wel l  as how deci s i ons ar e made wi t h r egar d t o t he use of  cover  cr ops.  As 
compensat i on,  she wi l l  ent er  each par t i c i pant  i nt o a dr awi ng f or  $50 and t wo SARE 
publ i cat i ons ent i t l ed Bui l di ng Soi l s  f or  Bet t er  Cr ops and Managi ng Cover  Cr ops 
Pr of i t abl y.  She i s  schedul i ng br i ef  ( 30- 45 mi n. )  on- f ar m i nt er v i ews acr oss NC.  I f  you 
ar e i nt er est ed i n par t i c i pat i ng i n t he st udy,  pl ease cont act  her  at :  
c j cr awf o@ncsu. edu or  ( 919)  219- 9497.  
Thanks f or  hel pi ng our  gr aduat e st udent s.  
ht t p: / / www. mount ai nx. com/ bl ogwi r e/ 2010/ or gani c_f ar mer s_get _50_f or _i nt er v i ew 

 
Li l y  f ar mer s r ace t he c l ock t owar d East er  
To t he unt r ai ned eye,  t he gr acef ul  l i l i es t hat  ar r i ve on chur ch al t ar s each year  on 
East er  Sunday ar e a f ami l i ar  symbol  of  r esur r ect i on and r enewal .  Li ke poi nset t i as on 
Chr i st mas,  i t  j ust  woul dn’ t  be East er  wi t hout  t hem.  
But  f or  t he peopl e who get  t hem t her e �  on a dat e t hat  shi f t s  f r om year  t o year  �  
maki ng t he f l ower s bl oom on cue t akes mont hs of  per f ect  gar deni ng,  mat hemat i cal  
deduct i on and ext r eme di l i gence.  
“ I t  i s  by f ar  t he most  compl i cat ed s i ngl e t hi ng t hat  happens i n t he f l or i cul t ur al  
i ndust r y, ”  sai d Wi l l i am Mi l l er ,  pr of essor  of  hor t i cul t ur e at  Cor nel l  Uni ver s i t y .  
Resear cher s l i ke Mi l l er  have dr awn up schedul es f or  gr eenhouses wi t h how- t o 
i nst r uct i ons speci f i c  t o t he dat e East er  ar r i ves i n a gi ven year ,  chr oni c l i ng t he 
st eps once l i l y  bul bs ar r i ve i n mi d- Oct ober  f r om bul b gr ower s on t he West  Coast .  
Week by week,  t he gui del i nes suggest  t he exact  per i od f or  cool i ng t he bul bs ( s i x 
weeks) ,  best  gr eenhouse t emper at ur es ( i n t he 60s)  and how l ong t he buds shoul d be at  
var i ous poi nt s i n t he gr owi ng pr ocess.  
Temper at ur e i s  t he secr et  t o get t i ng an East er  l i l y  t o bl oom on t i me,  sai d Nor man 
Whi t e,  owner  of  Whi t e’ s Nur ser y and Gr eenhouses i n Chesapeake,  Va. ,  who has gr own 
l i l i es f or  about  40 year s.  
“ You have t o l ook at  t he pl ant ,  deci de wher e i t  i s  i n t he st age of  i t s  gr owt h and 
when East er  i s  and you make t he deci s i on, ”  he sai d.  “ Shoul d you gi ve i t  mor e heat  or  
l ess heat ,  dependi ng on t he t i me East er  i s?”  
ht t p: / / www. char l ot t eobser ver . com/ 2010/ 03/ 26/ 1338955/ l i l y- f ar mer s- r ace- t he- c l ock-
t owar d. ht ml  

 
Pr awns f or  pr of i t  
CEDAR GROVE - -  Par ent s,  somet i mes your  k i ds pl ayi ng on t he I nt er net  pays of f .  
Li t er al l y .  
Joe Thompson,  t he wi nner  of  t he Gi l mer  L.  and Cl ar a Y.  Dudl ey 2010 Smal l  Far mer  of  
t he Year  f or  Nor t h Car ol i na,  an awar d gi ven annual l y  dur i ng t he N. C.  Smal l  Far ms Week 
act i v i t i es at  N. C.  A&T,  exper i enced j ust  t hat .  
Thompson,  61,  a pr awn f ar mer ,  was gi ven t he awar d af t er  successf ul l y  t r ansi t i oni ng 
hi s t obacco f ar m i nt o a f ul l - scal e pr awn- gr owi ng oper at i on,  one of  onl y a f ew i n 
Nor t h Car ol i na,  accor di ng t o Thompson.  
A pr awn i s a f r eshwat er  cr ust acean,  s i mi l ar  t o a shr i mp.  
Thompson near l y mi ssed out  on hi s good news.  
" I  di dn' t  open i t  because I  knew i t  was not  me, "  Thompson,  a nat i ve of  Al amance 
Count y,  sai d about  r ecei v i ng hi s not i f i cat i on l et t er .  Hi s wi f e of  38 year s,  
Ger al di ne,  opened t he l et t er  f or  hi m.   
But  get t i ng t o her e,  f r om wher e he was a hal f  decade ago,  i nvol ved a l ot  of  soul -
sear chi ng and har d wor k f or  Thompson,  who i s  t he onl y pr awn sel l er  i n Or ange Count y.   
Af t er  t hr ee hi p- r epl acement  sur ger i es,  Thompson sai d he was i n need of  a l ess l abor -
i nt ensi ve j ob t han t obacco f ar mi ng.  
" I  was st r uggl i ng pr et t y bad, "  sai d Thompson,  who had hi s f i r s t  sur ger y i n 1995.  " I  
had t o get  i nt o a bet t er  l i ne of  wor k. "  
Hi s son,  whi l e sear chi ng on t he I nt er net ,  di r ect ed Thompson t o pr awn cul t i vat i on.  
" At  f i r s t ,  i t  t i cked me of f , "  sai d Thompson,  who gr ew t obacco f or  37 year s.  " I  
t hought  he was poki ng f un at  me.  I  was l i ke,  ' Man,  get  of f  t he I nt er net . ' "  
ht t p: / / www. her al dsun. com/ vi ew/ f ul l _st or y/ 6865524/ ar t i c l e- Pr awns- f or -
pr of i t ?i nst ance=mai n_ar t i c l e 
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Fundi ng avai l abl e f or  NC swi ne l agoon conver s i on pr ogr am 
RALEI GH �  The N. C.  Di v i s i on of  Soi l  and Wat er  Conser vat i on announced t oday t hat  
anot her  r ound of  f undi ng i s  avai l abl e t o swi ne f ar mer s who swi t ch f r om convent i onal  
l agoons t o a mor e envi r onment al l y- f r i endl y and i nnovat i ve wast e management  syst em.    
The Cooper at i ve Conser vat i on Par t ner shi p I ni t i at i ve makes mor e t han $1. 1 mi l l i on 
avai l abl e i n 2010 t o f ar mer s who i mpl ement  new t echnol ogi es t hat  pr ovi de bet t er  wat er  
qual i t y  pr ot ect i on,  r educe odor  emi ssi ons and capt ur e met hane.   I nt er est ed pr oducer s 
must  appl y by Apr i l  15 t o t he N. C.  Di v i s i on of  Soi l  and Wat er  Conser vat i on.  The f i ve-
year  pr ogr am i s car r i ed out  t hr ough a par t ner shi p bet ween t he N. C.  Di v i s i on of  Soi l  
and Wat er  Conser vat i on,  l ocal  soi l  and wat er  conser vat i on di st r i c t s and t he U. S.  
Depar t ment  of  Agr i cul t ur e’ s Nat ur al  Resour ces Conser vat i on Ser vi ce.   Fundi ng comes 
f r om t he Nat ur al  Resour ces Conser vat i on Ser vi ces’  Envi r onment al  Qual i t y  I ncent i ves 
Pr ogr am.   I n June 2009,  t he f i r s t  r ound of  f undi ng was made avai l abl e by st at e and 
f eder al  of f i c i al s t o assi st  t wo swi ne f ar ms t o conver t  t o i nnovat i ve t echnol ogy and 
decommi ssi on i nact i ve wast e l agoons on ni ne swi ne f ar ms.   “ We appr eci at e t he suppor t  
of  our  conser vat i on par t ner s at  NRCS t o cont i nue t o pr omot e adopt i on of  i nnovat i ve 
wast e management  t echnol ogi es i n t he ani mal  i ndust r y,  whi ch i s  so i mpor t ant  t o t he 
st at e’ s economy, ”  sai d Pat  Har r i s ,  di r ect or  of  t he N. C.  Di v i s i on of  Soi l  and Wat er  
Conser vat i on.  “ Thi s i ni t i at i ve f ur t her s t he depar t ment ’ s  goal  of  gr owi ng a gr een 
economy by suppor t i ng i ndust r i es t hat  pr omot e envi r onment al  pr ot ect i on and ener gy 
i ndependence. ”  . . .  
ht t p: / / www. ci t i zen- t i mes. com/ ar t i c l e/ 2010303310048 

 
Other News 
 
J.B. Martin, Jr. has been selected as the State Conservationist for North Carolina, effective Apr 26.   
Please join us in congratulating JB on his selection!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


